Mount Gretna Range Munitions
Response Site Background

The official name of the site is the
Mount Gretna Training Camp Artillery
Range West Munitions Response Site
(MRS). The MRS is located in Lebanon
County in Mount Gretna, Pennsylvania.

The MRS is largely undeveloped
forested land, being utilized by the game
commission for timber harvesting and
recreation. The Conewago Creek
traverses the MRS in the north. This
MRS is designated as a Supporting
Landscape or Core Habitat that
maintains vital ecological processes or
secondary habitat for sensitive natural
features that may be able to
accommodate some types of low-impact
activities. There are several
groundwater wells, one of which is a
domestic supply well.

In the northern portion of the MRS
where the suspected firing point for the
range was located, several public
roadways, including Rte. 117, and
existing buildings are present.
Conewago Lake is located to the
northeast of the MRS within the borough
of Mount Gretna. The MRS is a Non-
Department of Defense, Non-Operational
Defense Site.

The MRS was used by the Pennsylvania
Army National Guard for small arms
and artillery training between 1885 and
1941 (estimated). Previous
environmental studies at the range
included the following activities:

e 2009 — A Non-Department of Defense,
Non-Operational Defense Site
Inventory Report was completed for
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
which identified the MRS currently
under state ownership and managed by
the Pennsylvania Game Commission
(State Game Lands 211).

e 2012 - Site inspection completed.
Based on the results of the site
inspection, the MRS was divided into
separate the east-west range from the
north-south range where munitions
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Basic Process for Environmental Study and Actions

The Army National Guard follows the process that is described in the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980, and as
amended by the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986, and
the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP). The
following steps provide a brief description of the process of the Acts and NCP:

1. Scoping: Review available information, conduct a site inspection, and begin forming
ideas on how to conduct the remedial investigation/feasibility study.

2. Community relations: Document community relations activities in a community
relations plan and establish an administrative record.

3. Remedial investigation/feasibility study: Conduct site investigation and develop and
evaluate remedial alternatives.

4. Proposed plan: Describe the remedial alternatives and discuss the rationale supporting
the preferred alternative. There will be a 30-day public comment period and an
opportunity for a public meeting.

5. Record of decision: Consider public comments, provide a summary of comments and
responses, and document the selected alternative.

6. Remedial design/remedial action: Implement the selected remedial action.

MRS Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study Approach

To plan for the remedial investigation field work, the historical information, site
observations, and analytical data compiled during the site inspection are being evaluated
in addition to historical photographs and current aerial imagery. The locations of potential
munitions and explosives of concern and munitions debris are not known within this
MRS, however, there have been multiple munitions items identified and removed by
either the Pennsylvania State Police or trained Explosives and Ordnance Disposal teams
between 2012 and 2014. Additional munitions and explosives of concern and munitions
debris are likely to be located primarily withiin the former operational range.

To conduct the remedial investigation, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and its
contractor will conduct geophysical surveys, followed by intrusive investigations by
qualified unexploded ordnance technicians. Controlled on-site detonations may be
performed as needed. Project activities also include collecting samples to assess potential
munitions constituent risks to public health and the environment. The results of the
remedial investigation will be used to determine what, if any, further response actions are
warranted at this MRS. If needed, a feasibility study will be performed that evaluates
potential remedial alternatives and identifies the most appropriate option for the MRS.

The path forward for the MRS that is recommended by the Army National Guard will be
documented in a proposed plan, with a public meeting scheduled to address community
concerns. A 30-day comment period will be established to afford the public and regulators
adequate time to review and submit comments for consideration by the Army National
Guard. The final selected remedy will be documented in a decision document, which will
include a summary of community and/or regulatory concerns received and responses from
the Army National Guard. All work conducted by the Army National Guard on this MRS
is being performed in accordance with CERCLA, as amended by SARA, and the NCP.

Project Information Repositories

All documents prepared for the Mount Gretna Training Camp Avrtillery Range West MRS
are available to the public at the following locations:

Pennsylvania Army National Guard
Fort Indiantown Gap, Bldg 0-11
Annville, Pennsylvania 17003
http://www.dmva.pa.gov

Annville Free Library
216 East Main Street
Annville, Pennsylvania 17003
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Site Background, continued

and explosives of concern, munitions
constituents (chemical and
substances), and small arms
ammunition were detected.
Therefore, the acreage was revised to
181 acres, and the MRS was
recommended to proceed to the
remedial investigation phase to assess
munitions and explosives of concern
and munitions constituents.

Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study Documents

Specific documents are prepared to
address issues that relate to the entire
MRS remedial investigation and
feasibility study process. They are:

Work Plan: Provides the overall
framework for the site remedial
investigation/feasibility study. It includes
an initial evaluation of available site-
related information, conceptual models,
data quality objectives for the remedial
investigation, describes the approach and
methodologies to be used for
characterization, and details the tasks to
be completed.

Literature Review: An extensive
search and review of historical

information related to the use of
munitions at the MRS, including
previous archive searches, training maps,
aerial photographs, range control files,
newspaper articles, and interviews, was
conducted. Literature review identifies
areas with no evidence of past munitions
use, areas where past munitions use is
known or suspected, and areas of
potential concern where more
information is needed.

Sampling and Analysis Plan: This plan
will lay out the field and analytical
sampling methods, procedures, and data
processing activities that will be
performed to meet the data quality

objectives established for the remedial
investigation.

Health and Safety Plan: Various
contractors must have health and safety
plans to perform project work that
identifies safe worker practices and
maintains safe working conditions.

Community Relations Plan: The
Community Relations Plan describes the
community relations activities to support
the environmental cleanup program at
the MRS, and to comply with the
community involvement requirements of
the NCP.

. O Recogn ize
etreat

O Report

Recognize. Understand you may have
encountered a munition.

Retreat. Do not touch, move, or disturb
it; but carefully leave the area.

Report. Immediately notify the police.
Call 911 and report the location and
description of the item. When possible,
provide its estimated size, shape, and
any visible markings, including coloring.

For More Information

For more information regarding the
Mount Gretna Training Camp Artillery
Range West MRS and remedial
investigation and feasibility study
process please contact:

John D. Fronko Director

PA Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs

Bureau of Environmental Management
Fort Indiantown Gap, Building 0-11
Annville, PA 17003

Public Affairs Office: (717) 861-8829
jfronko@pa.gov




