
PENNSYLVANIA STATE VETERANS’ COMMISSION MEETING

PENNSYLVANIA MILITARY MUSEUM
51 BOAL AVENUE
BOALSBURG, PA 16827
Friday, April 8, 2016
1. CALL TO ORDER: The State Veterans’ Commission (SVC) meeting was called to order at 10:00AM by Chairman John Brenner.
2. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The meeting was opened with an invocation, and recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman John Brenner introduced Commander Allan Abramson, Jewish War Veterans who called for a moment of silence in remembrance of the Anniversary of the Holocaust.  Commission members and guests recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. WELCOME:  Friends of the Pennsylvania Military Museum

Mr. John Wainwright welcomed Commission members and explained the purpose of the Friends of the Pennsylvania Military Museum.  The goal in inviting the State Veterans Commission was to increase awareness, it is considered successful.  Mr. Charlie Fox was introduced as Acting Site Administrator.

4. COMMISSION INTRODUCTION: Commission members introduced themselves and their guests in attendance.
5. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  Minutes from the February 5, 2016 meeting were presented for approval.  Mr. John Cyprian made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Robert Cudworth seconded.  The motion carried.
6. REMARKS FROM ACTING ADJUTANT GENERAL BG ANTHONY J. CARRELLI:  
BG Carrelli thanked the Commission for traveling to the museum; this allows for further education of the population and garners their support.
Remotely Pilot Aircraft (RPA) has begun missions out of Horsham.  We are now performing combat missions from Pennsylvania.  This creates a need to consider the definition of a Veteran.  Discussions need to be held on a nationwide level, with the various organizations, to determine the current definition of a Veteran.  Operators flying RPA’s do not fit the current definition of a Veteran, although they are performing combat missions overseas.
Thanks go out to all those who participated in the VA&EP committee hearing by getting the Veterans issues in front of the legislature.  BG Carrelli stressed the importance of beginning discussions prior to the hearing.  He would like to work with BG Beck and Chairman Brenner to make adjustments to the SVC meeting and bring more input from the organizations on emerging Veterans issues into the meeting.
Discussion:

Mr. Jackson questioned if the RPA Operators are being considered for the Global War on Terrorism Campaign Medal?  They are eligible for Air Medals for direct combat action.  Currently, they are not eligible for a campaign medal because they did not deploy to those areas.

Mr. Hudzinski commented the definition of a Veteran starts with Title 10, not deployment.  BG Carrelli said they have to be on Title 10; they cannot be on Title 32 and persecute war actions.  Title 10 has rules and restrictions on the number of days on Title 10.  It comes down to a geography issue; these members never leave the States.
Mr. Cudworth stated his understanding, after reading in the Army Times, that RPA Operators are entitled to a campaign ribbon with an R device indicating they served in a remote area.  BG Carrelli stated he has not heard that.  There was talk of providing a separate set of medals for RPA operators.

Mr. Cyprian questioned if the Airmen that perform a strike are they receiving a decoration for that strike?  The technology far outreached the rules and support.  There was a proposal to make RPA only medals, which has since been denied.  The DD214 will reflect any awards/decorations; they will not get a decoration for every strike.  If this body is interested, an expert from the RPA squadron can present and help focus your efforts where needed.
Mr. Umberger commented he received an email that stated devices would be created for certain campaign medals to identify the characteristics of remotely operated vehicles.  He will forward that email to BG Carrelli and the SVC leadership.
Mr. Foster questioned the capability of missions at a time.  There is an airplane in combat air patrol in nearly 70 locations around the world 24/7/365.

Mr. Foster commented there is a goal for an OIF/OEF Veterans bonus, we need to think about broadening our request to include RPA operator.

Mr. Hudzinski stated it may be of use to the SVC to get the national perspective from the DoD and VA on what they are doing to address this issue.

7. VISN 4 UPDATE: Dr. Michael Adelman, VISN 4 Network Director, provided the following VISN 4 update:
· Leadership Update:  Director Bill Mills, Altoona VA, has been detailed to the Memphis, Tennessee, VA.  Associate Director Joseph Sharon, Wilkes-Barre VA is acting director in the interim.
At the VISN level, Chuck Thilges is the Chief Financial Officer and Dr. Timothy Burke is the Chief Medical Officer.

· Choice Provider Payments and Call Center:  Choice program providers will no longer be required to submit medical records prior to VA issuing payment.  VA will continue to require pertinent medical information be returned to ensure continuity of care.
VA’s plan to consolidate Community Care Programs outlines additional solutions to improving timely provider payment.  Two solutions VISN 4 is working are a single community care program and a claims solution that moves to a more automated process for payment.
Veterans can now work directly with the Department of Veterans Affairs to resolve debt collection issues.  The new call center will work to resolve instances of improper Veteran billing and assist community care medical providers with delayed payments.  The number is 877-881-7618.
· Enroll by Phone:  VA recently announced they will allow Veterans to complete application for enrollment in VA Health Care by telephone without the need for a signed paper application.  This change is effective immediately for Combat Veterans and will be effective July 5, 2016, for all Veterans.
VA Health Care enrollment options are, complete the paper application (VA Form 10-10 EZ), complete the online enrollment application process and enroll by phone.  For more information, please call 855-488-8440.
· Web Update – www.visn4.va.gov:  The 2015 VISN 4 annual report has been posted on the website.  Published copies will not be provided, please visit the website and let others know.
· Discussion:

When a Veteran has to wait more than 30 days for an appointment it is submitted to the contractor, the contractor contacts the Veteran and schedules the appointment.  The way the Choice Program is legislated the first question is; is this a service connected condition.  If yes, VA pays; if no, the next question regards private insurance.  If a Veteran has insurance, VA acts as a secondary payer.
Mr. Samuel Petrovich expressed thanks for arranging the meeting with LVMC on van drivers.  Dr. Adelman commented that standardized policies on the hiring and dismissal of driver’s are happening across the network.  Other changes include inspecting the vehicles; federal vehicles do not require inspections or stickers.
8. OLD BUSINESS:
· Policy, Planning and Legislative Update:  Mr. Joel Mutschler provided the following legislative update:
· HB 561 is now Act 6.  It reestablishes local earned income tax exemption for active duty military within the Commonwealth.
· SB 847 – Adds the Korean War Veterans to the composition of the State Veterans’ Commission.
Discussion:
Mr. Hudzinski asked if there is any action on the changing of the legislature on the Emergency Assistance Program?  Senator Vulokovich’s Office has that draft bill and they are working it.  When the bill is introduced, updates will occur.
Mr. Foster asked: Does DMVA have a stance on HB 1960?  DMVA is neutral, at this time.  We will update the SVC if the position changes.
· State Veterans’ Homes Update:  Mr. Andrew Ruscavage provided the Commission with the State Veterans’ Homes update.

· GMVC completed their recertification survey on March 18, 2016.  They have a regular license, as of that date.  DOH recommends that LW Consulting remain at GMVC.
· June 1, 2016 kicks off the annual Adjutant General Fishing Tournament at Clarks Creek, Dauphin County.

· State Veterans’ Homes Week will take place June 12 – 18, 2016.  Please visit the website for event listings.

· DVVH’s construction project to renovate and refurbish resident rooms is postponed until October 2017.  The closure of the Personal Care Unit (PCU) will not take place this calendar year.  Notification to residents will begin January 2017.  Veterans will have the option of transferring to SEVC, HVH and PSSH pending availability at each home.

· GMVC’s capital improvement construction project has a tentative start date of September 2016.  DMVA is in discussion with DGS to move the start date up to July 2016.  DGS has moved the project up, it is set to start mid-August.  The project will require the home to empty an entire unit at a time.

Discussion:
Mr. Abramson questioned if the Veteran does not want relocation to another facility, will we will help find placement in the community?  Yes
Mr. Hudzinski asked for the estimated time to completion?  DVVH is 365 days, GMVC 350 days.
· PIRO Update:  Director Hamp briefed the Commission on the following:

DMVA’s website now hosts the SVC event calendar.  Upcoming events include Veterans Day at the PA Farm Show, Veterans Day at the Capitol and SVC meetings and locations.  Special dates, such as, budget testimonies will be placed on there as well.
The 5 Year Strategic Plan was briefed to the SVC members Thursday, April 7.  It is a focus for our efforts moving forward.  It is adaptable and we can adjust, refine or change goals to meet our needs.
Discussion:
Mr. Hudzinski asked for a published action plan for objectives DMVA is currently working on.  There are action plans, with timelines, associated with each goal in the Strategic Plan.  We are working on maintaining and meeting quarterly with the SVC to formalize and complete each goal.
· Veterans’ Programs Update: Mr. Brian Natali presented the Veterans Programs Report for approval “in total”.  The State Veterans Commission held a singular vote to encompass the following reports as presented:

Veterans Temporary Assistance report:
Blind Veterans Pension report:
Amputee & Paralyzed Veterans Pension report:
Educational Gratuity Program report:
Disabled Veterans’ Real Estate Tax Exemption Program report:
Mr. John Cyprian made a motion to approve the reports as presented.  Mr. Nicholas Taylor seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
· Persian Gulf Bonus Program:  Mr. Natali provided an update report on the Persian Gulf Bonus Program – no vote required.
New posters have been printed for the program.

Mr. Gary Hoffler has taken over as program manager.

· Military Family Assistance Program (MFRAP): Mr. Natali provided an update report on the MFRAP – no vote required
Discussion:

Mr. Foster asked for a report on the Veterans Memorial and funding?  That can be prepared for the next meeting.  Donations are being received through the Office of Veterans Affairs.
· Outreach & Reintegration Update:  Mr. Chip Gilliland briefed the commission on Act 66 year to date claims and amounts awarded.  
Outreach events are picking up.  Events include a monthly outreach at Cabela’s, expo’s, resource fairs and health fairs.
Hershey Park’s military day will be held April 17, 2016.  This is for active duty, reserve or National Guard; it is not open to the general public

51 Honoring our Veterans license plates and 17 PA Monuments license plates have been sold.  Check off donations continue to be a good source of income.

Grant notifications were sent out on Wednesday, April 6, 2016.

The Vietnam War Commemorative program is specific on how Vietnam Commemorative pins need to be presented.  We have developed a five page guide on how Veterans can receive commemorative pins.  If you have questions on the Commemorative program, please contact Mr. Chip Gilliland.
Discussion:

Mr. Foster asked if organizations can still join the Commemorative Partnership? Yes

Mr. Hudzinski questioned if there is information on DMVA’s website on the Commemorative Partnership or a link to their calendar of events? No, we can look into that.

Mr. Hudzinski asked if the names of the organization receiving grants can be provided.  We hope to have that information available at the next meeting.
· PA War Veterans Council Update:  Mr. Glenn Umberger, President of the War Veterans Council, expressed thanks to those that supported his testimony at the joint VA&EP hearing.  One of the key elements of his testimony was continued support and funding for Act 66.
WVC has drafted their priority goals for the upcoming year.  They will be documented and sent out to all organizations for review.

Mr. Bruce Foster provided the Commission with the WVC legislative review.  SB 1600, providing for tax exemption for Veteran owned businesses –support.  SB 847, adding the Korean War Veterans to the State Veterans’ Commission composition, affirmative.  Mr. Foster states his organizations, The American Legion, concern with SB 847 is the membership of the Korean War Veterans is very small and if they’re added to the SVC composition they have the same vote as all the other organizations have.  Legislative goals have been briefed and will be sent to the organizations represented on the council.  In May, the council will vote on the Legislative goals.
Discussion:

Mr. Cyprian commented there has been push for OEF/OIF Veterans on the council, which exclude Desert Storm.  Is there any thought process of saying Persian Gulf Veterans from 1990 to present, which covers Desert Storm and OEF/OIF?  Mr. Foster stated originally, SB 847 wanted to add Korean War Veterans, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans organizations to legislation.  They have dropped that from the bill.  They are trying to form a state level organization, but he’s not sure it includes Desert Storm.  He will have to research further.

· Real Estate Tax Exemption Work Group Update:  Mr. Nicholas Taylor provided a draft copy of the minutes from the March 4, 2016 RETX Committee meeting.  They were unable to complete the work in one meeting, a follow-up meeting will be held April 29, 2016.  By June 3, 2016, they will have a unified recommendation to present to the Commission.
· Real Estate Tax Exemption: Courses of Action:  BG Beck presented the Commission with three courses of action concerning the RETX program.  VA&EP committee was promised a course of action by the end of June.  BG Beck would like, by the June 3rd SVC meeting, a response as to where you want the RETX program to go.  The first course of action’s intent is to assist all Veterans that are living on fixed incomes.  The second course of action is to have the exemptions based upon the amount of disabilities a Veteran has.  The third course of action is to keep the RETX program as it is and not change anything.  With all three course of action we will advocate for the spouses of KIA.
9. NEW BUSINESS:
· Monument and Memorial Funding:  BG Beck stated an issue came about because of the VTF Grant Program recommendations included two grants for memorials.  The statute states a memorial can be funded through the VTF.  By the June SVC meeting he would like a recommendation as to how to set up a program that will support individuals or organizations that want to build or repair monuments.  Data to include how much money should be expended and how to go about deciding who should get that particular grant.  A committee, from within the SVC, should make recommendations on those grants.
Discussion:

Mr. Hudzinski asked for the Pennsylvania Memorial, how much are you seeking?  In house estimates, from a couple of years ago, say about 1 million.

Could you provide an updated estimate with a breakdown for our discussions?  That can be provided at the June 3rd meeting.

Chairman Brenner asked for volunteers for the Monument and Memorial Funding subcommittee.
· SB 847 Discussion/Vote:  Chairman Brenner introduced Mr. Paul Cunningham from the Korean War Veterans for questions.
Mr. Foster asked for a breakdown of membership and chapters.  There are seven acting chapters across the state of Pennsylvania and ninety members in his chapter.  He does not know the membership numbers for all the chapters in PA.

Mr. Foster asked if the KWV include current members serving in Korea.  Yes, KWVA has expanded to include any Veteran who served in Korea its surrounding waters and airspace at any time.

Mr. Chuck Jackson expressed concern about how the chapters of KWVA give an affidavit stating who is delegated and they agree with the delegate representing KWVA in the Commonwealth in front of the SVC.  KWVA makes provisions for having a state department.  It requires 3 active chapters in the state.  The general feeling is they don’t need another layer.  It has been suggested that in lieu of a state group, they submit an affidavit declaring one of the chapters to be the official spokesperson in all matters pertaining to KWV to come before the council.  They assume it would be the SVC to determine the form that would take.

Ms. Jeannine Botta Guth made a motion to support SB 847.  Mr. Glenn Umberger seconded.
Mr. Robert Cudworth made a motion to table the motion to support SB 847 until representatives could take the information back to their organizations.  Mr. Thomas Bremer seconded.

Chairman Brenner called for a show of hands.  By a vote of 4 to 7, the motion was defeated.
Mr. Richard Hudzinski made a motion to amend.  The amended motion is, “To accept the Korean War Veterans Association on the State Veterans’ Commission provided that an affidavit is provided from the organization stating who will represent, within 30 days.”  Mr. Chuck Jackson seconded.  The motion carried.
Chairman Brenner asked for any further discussion on the motion.  Mr. Foster stated his organization is resolution based.  The comment that they send us here, we still need a resolution from our organizations to support it.

Chairman Brenner called for a vote on the motion to support SB 847 as amended.  The motion carried.

10.  GOOD OF THE ORDER/ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· Mr. Hudzinski commented now that a strategic plan has been created in might be useful if the Office of Veterans Affairs or TAG provide a briefing on each objective.  BG Carrelli agrees and would like to work with the Chairman to change the agenda.  He also wants to give each sitting member time to present what your organization is seeing as emerging Veterans issues.
· Mr. Cyprian shared positive feedback for Butler VA as they recently had their beam raising ceremony for the new HCC.

· Mr. Cyprian stated the American Legion Post 778 and Butler VA teamed up for the Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Breakfast.  They served over 300 breakfasts to Vietnam Veterans.  You can check out the photos on the American Legion Post 778 Facebook page.

· Mr. Cudworth stated that a core of influential senators and other congressmen believe the average Veteran is dissatisfied with the care they get at VA hospitals and would prefer having their care transferred out into the civilian community.  The intention of that discussion is to turn the VA medical system into an HMO where they simply pay the bill.  The SVC and the Veterans organizations need to stay alert to this and stop it.
· Mr. Umberger presented an invitation to the VFW Annual Loyalty Day being held at the State Capitol.  This takes place Monday, May 2 at 10:00AM inside at the Rotunda.

· Chairman Brenner announced information on Burial Honors has been given to the organizations.  Take this back to you members and hand it out.

· Chairman Brenner provided an update on the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery casket flag donations.  Flags are coming in, they have enough flags but they want to keep the program going.  Keep promoting in your organizations.  Remember the flags must have been used over a casket.

11. NEXT MEETING:
Friday, June 3, 2016 at 10:00AM


Arrowheads Community Club, Ft. Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003
12. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 12:16PM.
13. ROLL CALL:
· Members Present:

Mr. Glenn Umberger, Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Mr. John Getz, Adjutant, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Mr. Walter Simpson, Commander, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. Samuel Petrovich, Adjutant, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. John Cyprian, President, County Directors of Veterans’ Affairs

Dr. Robert Cudworth, President, Military Officers Association of America 

LTC (R) Nicholas Taylor, Commander, Catholic War Veterans

Mr. Rich Hudzinski, Designee, Vietnam Veterans of America

Mr. Boyd KC Simpson, Designee, AMVETS

Mr. Jim Powell, Commandant, Marine Corps League

Mr. Allan Abramson, Commander, Jewish War Veterans

Mr. Thomas Bremer, Commander, Italian American War Veterans

Mr. Charles Jackson, Adjutant/Designee, Military Order of the Purple Heart

Mr. Bruce Foster, Designee, American Legion

Ms. Jeannine Botta Guth, Member at Large, State Veterans’ Commission

Mr. Chris Fidler, Director, Keystone Paralyzed Veterans of America

Mr. John Brenner, Chairman, State Veterans Commission

Mr. Neil Appleby, President, Blinded Veterans Association

· Others Present:
BG Anthony Carrelli, Deputy Adjutant General, Air National Guard

BG, USA, (R) Jerry G. Beck, Secretary, State Veterans Commission
Mr. Michael Adelman, VISN 4, Network Director

Ms. Belinda Albright, Northumberland County VA

Ms. Patty Gorman, Northumberland County VA

Ms. Colleen Washinger, Dauphin County VA

Mr. Henry Desrosiers, Carbon County VA
Ms. Christine DeArment, Mifflin County VA

Mr. Thomas Brown, VFW

Mr. Jim Ritchie, VFW

Mr. Ken Sawdey, DAV

Mr. Louis Abramson, JWV

Mr. Tim Bremer

Mr. Chip Gilliland, DMVA-VA

Mr. Brian Natali, DMVA-VA
Mr. Paul Cunningham, Korean War Veterans

Ms. Monique Seigworth

Mr. Joel Mutschler, DMVA-PPL

Mr. Andrew Ruscavage, DMVA-BVH

Mr. Rick Hamp, DMVA-PIRO

Ms. Joyce Gibson, DMVA-VA

The minutes of this meeting are respectfully submitted by:

Jerry G. Beck, Jr.

Brigadier General, USA, Retired

Deputy Adjutant General
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