Pennsylvania State Veterans’ Commission – June 2015


PENNSYLVANIA STATE VETERANS’ COMMISSION MEETING

ARROWHEADS COMMUNITY CLUB

FORT INDIANTOWN GAP

ANNVILLE, PA  17003-5002
Friday, June 5, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER: The State Veterans’ Commission (SVC) meeting was called to order at 10:00AM by Chairman John Brenner.
2. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The meeting was opened with an invocation and the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. COMMISSION INTRODUCTION: Commission members introduced themselves and their guests in attendance. 
4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: Minutes from the April 10, 2015 meeting were presented for approval.  Mr. Dominic DiFrancesco made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented.  Mr. Michael Iacavazzi seconded the motion.  The motion carried and the minutes were approved.

5. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD UPDATE: BG Beck briefed on the current deployments within the Army National Guard.  Currently 81 units are in theater.  Total mobilization is 114.  Total mobilization for Army National Guard and Air National Guard is 182.  Total deployed for Army National Guard and Air National Guard is 156.
6. AIR NATIONAL GUARD UPDATE: Brigadier General Anthony Carrelli updated the commission on the following:
· Currently have 68 deployed

· Late June 2015, 193rd Aviation Package will deploy

· Fall of 2015, 171st and 193rd Aviation Package will deploy

· The 3 largest deployed areas in the Air Force are: 

· Mobility forces

· Special Operations forces

· Locally piloted aircraft
            Pennsylvania Air National Guard has all three.
7. VISN 4 UPDATE: Mr. Jon Eckman, Associate Director of Coatesville VAMC, provided the following VISN 4 update:
· Leadership Update:
· Clarksburg VAMC director retired. Chief of Staff, Dr. Glenn Snyder, is serving as the interim director.
· Butler VAMC Health Care Director is leaving VISN 4, Dr. Timothy Burk, Chief of Staff, will serve as interim Health Care Director
· Philadelphia VA:
· On May 2nd the Philadelphia VAMC officially became the Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VA Medical Center.
· Berks County CBOC:
· Lebanon VA’s community based outpatient clinic (CBOC) in Berks County is moving and expanding.  They should begin treating Veterans in the new clinic in July.
· Veterans in Crisis: 
· The message heard when calling a VA Medical facility that instructs Veterans in crisis to hang up and dial another number is standardized nationally.  The VA and the national office is currently working on changing the verbiage that is used to address Veterans potentially in crisis.  At this time, it is not possible to transfer Veterans to the Crisis Hotline because the phone number is lost during the transfer.  It is not sustainable to handle these calls on a local level due to staffing, workload issues, and operators not being trained properly.  That line needs to be staffed 24/7 by properly trained personnel.
· VA Accomplishments:
· The VA invests in research every year, some of the innovations they support are:
· Electronic medical records

· Barcode software

· Successful liver transplants

· Some of the first hypertension medications

· Helped license the shingles vaccine

· Showed patients with total paralysis can use their minds to control robotic arms

· No single institution trains more doctors than the VA

· National leader in tele-health services

· Summer of Service:
· VA recently announced a new nationwide initiative designed to build upon its existing partnerships to grow the number of individuals and organizations serving Veterans.  VA will work closely with Congressional partners, Veteran Service Organizations, Mayors and local communities, private sector and non-profit organizations, and VA employees to identify new and innovative ways to support VA’s commitment to Veterans and their families. Please visit www.volunteer.va.gov for more information.
· PTSD Awareness:
· June is PTSD Awareness Month.  To learn more and find out how you can help please visit the national PTSD website at www.ptsd.va.gov .

· Discussion:
· The problem with the crisis hotline has been identified, what action is being taken to fix it?
· Locally we are looking at how we can transfer that call and the phone number to the national hotline.

· Wouldn’t it be better to transfer those calls, as is, while a solution is being worked out?

· Locally, Coatesville has two suicide prevention coordinators.  Often, when a Veteran is in crisis, we assist them locally if we can.  Many conversations are taking place on this topic, I am optimistic that it will be resolved in the future.
· What is the involvement and responsibility of a Nurse Practitioner in the Medical Centers?

· VAMC’s employ doctors, physician’s assistants, and nurse practitioners; they all are involved with Veterans care.  A Veteran is assigned to a P.A.C.T. model and within that P.A.C.T. team they have a doctor, physician, nurse practitioner, social worker, clerk, and nurses. 

· Do nurse practitioners work under a physician or do they work alone?
· Our model (P.A.C.T.) does not have a nurse practitioner working alone, without the oversight of the team.

· In the State Veterans Homes, the nurse practitioner works under the doctor because of insurance.  They do not have the malpractice insurance that a doctor has.

· How does this affect the VA?

· Ms. Carla Sivek, Interim Network Director, can better answer this question.

· Can a nurse practitioner move a Veteran onto the system with specialized care without the approval of the Primary Care Doctor?
· Mr. Eckman cannot comment at this time, he will inquire and report back. 
· A lot of Veterans are not in the VA system, this would get care to Veterans in rural areas that do not have access to VAMC’s or doctors.

8. OLD BUSINESS:
· Chief Counsel Update: Mr. Michael Barrett provided the following update:

· Veterans clinic are available at Duquesne University, University of Pittsburgh, Penn State Law, Penn State Dickinson, University of Pennsylvania, and Drexel University.  Mr. Barrett has their contact information.
· Legislative Update: Mr. Joel Mutschler provided the following legislative update:
· HB 602 – State Active Duty pay increase from $75-$100 – tabled

· HB 175 – Extends Persian Gulf War Bonus Program an additional three years – in the Senate VAEP Committee

· HB 131 – Allows Veterans and their families to be charged a “state resident” rate at state universities – is on second consideration with the Senate

· Original comply by date was June 30th.  Secretary McDonald extended this deadline to the end of the year due to many states being unable to comply by that date.

· SB 652 – Amends the Local Tax Enabling Act – is on second consideration

· HB 157 – Professional and Occupational licenses – is on second consideration

· SB 284 – Further providing for special motorcycle plates for Veterans – tabled
· SB 285 – Further providing for Veterans’ Trust Fund – in House VAEP Committee

· SB 847 – Amending Title 51 to include The Korean War Veterans Association, Inc. and The Iraq and Afghanistan War Veterans of America to the State Veterans’ Commission – in Senate VAEP Committee

· HB 295 – Amending Title 51 to include The Navy Club of the United States of America to the State Veterans’ Commission – in House VAEP Committee
· Captain Pochak briefed the Commission on “Veterans Day at the Capitol” event on June 10th.  Over 60 Veterans and over 30 Legislators have signed up to join this event.

· State Veterans’ Homes Update: Mr. Andrew Ruscavage provide the following brief:
· Total occupancy remains over 90%

· Non-Veteran percentage remains at 10%

· Licensure Update:  GMVC, based on DOH inspection, obtained eight deficiencies.  GMVC has executed their plan of correction and DOH has accepted that plan.  Unannounced, DOH will re-inspect to clear GMVC of the identified deficiencies.  GMVC remains on Provisional II license with an overall compliance date of June 20, 2015.
· Monthly Maintenance Fee/Re-Assessment:  Every resident at a State Veterans’ Home pays a maintenance fee.  Upon admission to a home the applicant is informed of the obligation of paying a certain percentage of maintenance fee.  This fee is based on what the resident can afford to pay out of pocket.  Re-assessments are calculated annually.  Estate billing is the difference between the cost of care and the monthly payments which are accumulated over the entire time of the resident’s stay.  The average monthly fee to care for a resident in a State Veterans’ Home is about $8,500.
· Every source of income is taken into consideration when we determine the maintenance fee.  A general criterion is the 80/20 split.  80% of a resident’s money goes toward the cost of care, up to the entire cost of care.  Residents keep 20% plus $100.  It is a different domain when you get into service-connected disabilities.
· State Veterans’ Homes Week:  Kick off begins on June 13th with PSSH in Erie with a “Bike for Vets” motorcycle event.  We conclude the week at DVVH in Philadelphia with a car show and cook-out.  There are many events going on throughout the week.
· Veterans Trust Fund Update: Mr. Rick Hamp, provided the Commission details regarding the Veterans’ Trust Fund.  The VTF is doing well with maintaining our working balance.  VTF grants are starting to pay out, we’ve paid out $209,000 so far.  That number will continue to increase as the awards that were approved are fulfilled.  Veterans’ Temporary Assistance paid out $612,783 as of May 25, 2015.  That is three times the amount that was legislated in prior years for Emergency Assistance.
· Veterans’ Programs Update: Mr. Brian Natali provided information to the Commission on the “Faces Never Forgotten” initiative.  The DMVA has partnered with the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. on this initiative.  There is link on the DMVA website that lists, by name, hometown, and county, the names of Veterans that still need a photo uploaded.
Mr. Brian Natali presented the Veterans Programs Report for approval “in total”.  The State Veterans Commission held a singular vote to encompass the following reports as presented:

· Veterans Temporary Assistance report:
· Expended $612,783
· 434 claimants are on the program, the forecast at the beginning of the fiscal year was 400 claimants
· Our projected expenditures were $37,000, it will be closer to $700,000 as the fiscal year closes.
· Blind Veterans Pension report:
· Expended $217,650
· 119 Veterans on the program

· Will lapse $4,350

· Paralyzed Veterans Pension report:
· Expended just over $2.8 million
· 1,768 claimants on the program
· $4,500 above the $3.1 million that needs to make on the payment for the end of the fiscal year.  We are working with the budget office and there should be no problems.
· Educational Gratuity Program report:
· Expended $93,000
· 186 Veterans children receive benefits through this program
· Anticipate lapsing around $6,300 – we get refunds back from the schools when a claimant withdraws or does not maintain grades.

· Disabled Veterans’ Real Estate Tax Exemption Program report:
· 8,578 Veterans on the program

· Approved 587 applications

· Denied (Financial Need) 29
· Denied (Ineligible) 36
· 543 application have been received since the April SVC meeting
· Total of 722 application that were processed, new and review
Mr. Chris Fidler made a motion to approve the reports as presented.  Mr. Jeff Van Arsdale seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
· Disabled Veterans’ Real Estate Tax Exemption Program – 5 Acre Rule:

· Mr. Natali presented fourteen requests for waiver to the five acre rule.  Chairman Brenner called for discussion from commission members.  Seeing none, Chairman Brenner stated they would stay on the standing motion regarding the five acre rule, therefore the exceptions were denied.

· Persian Gulf Bonus Program (no vote required): Mr. Natali provided an update report on the Persian Gulf Bonus Program
· Total applications – 11,229
· Total payments - $3.7 million
· Processing time – just under 5 days
· Military Family Assistance Program (no vote required): Mr. Natali provided an update report on the Military Family Assistance Program
· Private contributions - $112,000

· Total contributions – over $1.5 million

· Account balance – $951,000
· Discussion:

· Was the Persian Gulf Bonus extended?
· HB 175 is in the Senate right now and that would extend it an additional three years.
· Act 66 Summary: Mr. Chip Gilliland briefed the commission on the following Act 66 update.  Year to date claims total 18,639.  Recoveries total $253,000,000.
· Outreach Update: Mr. Gilliland provide the following brief:
· 105 outreach events supported
· 4,188 Veteran interactions

· The vans average about five events a week

· If you have an upcoming event and would like to partner with us, please let us know.
· We have received a report for fiscal year 13/14, for geographic distribution of expenditures through the VA.  This is the first report we have received since both Outreach Vans have been operational.  There is a 20% increase in the amount of benefits and compensation being brought to the Veterans in the Commonwealth.  $403 million more has been brought in to our Veterans in compensation and pensions.  Overall, $4,782,000,000 brought into the state.
9. NEW BUSINESS:
· Legislative Committee report of the PA War Veterans Council: 
· Mr. Bob Gray updated the Commission on SB 717 relating to Nurse Practitioners.  This bill will change their requirements for the license.  Right now they are required to have two physicians as part of their collaboration, so that one physician is available if they need to make a reference to care for a patient.  We are still getting more information on that bill.

· They are also looking into the organizational structure of the State Veterans’ Commission.  There is a draft presentation that has been put together and a tri-fold that will be sent out to all the organizations.  It gives a break-down of what the intent is and what the benefits would be of a restructure without changing a lot of the law.  It aims to develop a more effective State Veterans’ Commission.  The Commission, as it would be under the reorganization, would still involve all the areas we are involved in.
· Hall of Fame Nominations:
· A Delaware Valley Veterans’ Home nomination for Mr. John P. O’Donnell was submitted to the Commission for a vote.  Mr. Gerald Hawk made a motion to approve the nomination.  Mr. Neil Appleby seconded the motion.  The motion carried and the nomination was approved.

· A Delaware Valley Veterans’ Home nomination for Mr. Harold Fisher was submitted to the Commission for a vote.  Mr. Gary Smith made a motion to approve the nomination.  Mr. Gerald Hawk seconded the motion.  The motion carried and the nomination was approved.

· Mr. Jeff White:  Mr. White presented the following information to the Commission.
· Suicide prevention – Mr. White believes the outreach for suicide prevention is not as thorough as it could be.  The reason being, the different Suicide Prevention Coordinators have diminishing inventory of products.  Mr. White uses the credit card sized Crisis Hotline information most and they also have dog tags with the Crisis Hotline information on it.

· On June 4 at the Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VA Medical Center they showed an “Oscar-winning” documentary on Veterans Crisis Line, Press 1.  This is a powerful documentary and will impact many individuals.  It portrays continual conversations between responders of the Crisis Hotline and the Veteran, spouse, or mother.
· Mr. White has created a spreadsheet containing all the Suicide Prevention Coordinators and VAMC in VISN 4.  This spreadsheet includes names, addresses, email, and other information.  If you would like a copy, please contact Mr. White.
· On June 27 the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency will unveil the new 2015 POW/MIA recognition poster.  Each person may order up to 25 posters.
· Mr. Rick Hamp:  Mr. Hamp reiterated the following information:

· Metal Health/First Aid courses are still going on.  DMVA’s Chief, Clinical Services Director, Dr. John Bart and Quality Assurance/Risk Management Director, Ms. Michelle Matz, have complete the instructor training and will be teaching a course June 12, at the YWCA in Harrisburg.  We have a second instructor course June 15-19 in Beaver Falls, PA.  At this time, there are 3 seats left for this course.
10. ADJUTANT GENERAL REMARKS: MG Joseph stressed the importance of outreach and applauded the efforts that have reached our Veterans.  The Persian Gulf Bonus applicant amount in the last three months is more than last year’s applicants in total.  He attributes that to constituent contact forms being utilized by the DAV that informed Veterans of the status of that program.  He has asked our Senate and House speakers to utilize their constituent contact forms to get the DMVA website and Veterans outreach programs out to their Veteran constituents so they have our contact information.  June is PTSD month, he has asked Governor Wolf to put a proclamation in.  He feel the House and Senate will stand behind this.  June is also budget month and there are a number of items on the budget that will impact our Veterans.  Please re-view that information and advocate for our Veterans.  June 27, 2015, the Vietnamese refugees that were placed at Ft. Indiantown Gap about 40 years ago, are having a reunion at JCC.
11. GOOD OF THE ORDER / ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
· Mr. Neil Appleby took this opportunity to thank Ms. Carla Sivek for her cooperation during the Blinded Veterans Association Convention.

· April 15th was approximately the 150th VVA sponsored Agent Orange town hall meeting.  There were about 120 people in attendance.

· Veteran’s Appreciation Day will be held at Fort Indiantown Gap on October 10, 2015.  Activities will be located in area 14.  More information will be provided at the September State Veterans’ Commission meeting.
· General Beck has a listing, by county, of Veterans in need of Temporary Assistance applicants.  It shows the number of applicants, the number of approved applications and the amount of money that went to each county.
12.  NEXT MEETING:


Friday, September 11, 2015 at 10:00AM



Keystone Conference Center


Fort Indiantown Gap



Annville, PA 17003

13. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 11:30AM.
14. ROLL CALL:
· Members Present:
MG James R. Joseph, The Adjutant General

Mr. John Brenner, Chairman, State Veterans Commission

Mr. Gerald Hawk, Vice Chairman, State Veterans Commission

Mr. Dominic DiFrancesco, Member at Large
Ms. Jeannine Botta Guth, Member at Large

Mr. Neil Appleby, President, Blinded Veterans Association

Mr. Raymond Greene, Commander, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. Michael Iacavazzi, Commander, Italian American War Veterans

Mr. Chris Fidler, Director, Keystone Paralyzed Veterans of America

Mr. James Powell, Commandant, Marine Corps League

Mr. Robert Gray, President, Military Officers Association of America

Mr. Gary Smith, Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars
Mr. John Getz, Jr., State Adjutant/Quartermaster, Veterans of Foreign Wars
Mr. Thomas Haberkorn, President, Vietnam Veterans of America
Mr. Henry Desrosier, Designee for President, State Association of County Directors

Mr. Samuel Petrovich, Adjutant, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. Jeff Van Arsdale, Commander, AMVETS

Mr. Robert John, Designee for Commander, American Legion

Mr. Dan Osten, Designee for Adjutant, American Legion

· Members Absent:

Mr. Joseph G. Palaia, Designee for Commander, Catholic War Veterans
Mr. Harold Gennaria, Commissioner, Emeritus

Mr. Michael J. Mescavage, Commander, Military Order of the Purple Heart
Mr. Donald McMaster, Commander, Catholic War Veterans

Mr. Louis Abramson, Commander, PA Jewish War Veterans

· Others Present:
BG, USA, (Retired) Jerry G. Beck, Secretary, State Veterans Commission
Mr. Jon Eckman, VISN 4, Associate Director, Coatesville VAMC
Mr. Nate Silcox, Senate VAEP

BG Carrelli, Deputy Adjutant General, Air National Guard
Ms. Belinda Albright, Northumberland County VA
Mr. Roger Snook, Snyder County VA
Mr. Brian Natali, DMVA-VA

Mr. Chip Gilliland, DMVA-VA
Mr. John Tokarczyk, Office of Attorney General

Mr. Hank Fiola, MCL
Mr. Carmen DeSanti, DAV

Mr. Anthony DiFrancesco, Dauphin County VA

Mr. Thomas Brown, VFW

Mr. Bob Cudworth, DAV

Ms. Katie Johnson, TAA

Mr. Michael Barrett, DMVA-CC

Ms. Joan Nissley, DMVA-PAO

Mr. Joel Mutschler, DMVA-LLO
CPT Matthew Pochak, DMVA-LLO
Mr. Andrew Ruscavage, DMVA-VA Homes

Mr. Jeffrey R. White, VVA

Mr. Timothy Cleveland, Tioga County VA

Ms. Colleen Washinger, Dauphin County VA

Mr. Joseph Spielbauer, PMCEC

Mr. Dave Johnston, VVA

Mr. Rich Hudzinski, VVA

Ms. Joyce Gibson, DMVA-VA

The minutes of this meeting are respectfully submitted by:

Jerry G. Beck, Jr.

Brigadier General, USA, Retired

Deputy Adjutant General
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