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A Soldier's Christmas
The Night Before Christmas
T'was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone in a one bedroom house, made of plaster
and stone.
I had come down the chimney with presents to give, and to see just who in this home did live.
I looked all about, a strange sight I did see: no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
No stocking by the mantle, just boots filled with sand; on the wall hung pictures of far distant
lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a sober thought came through my mind.
For this house was different, it was dark and dreary. I found the home of a soldier, at once I
could see clearly.
The soldier lay sleeping; silent, alone, curled up on the floor, in this one bedroom home.
Not how I pictured a US soldier.
Was this the hero of whom I'd just read, curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?
I realized the families that I saw this night, owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to
fight.
Soon 'round the world, the children would play and grownups would celebrate a bright
Christmas Day.
They all enjoyed freedom, each month of the year, because of the soldiers like the one lying
here.
I couldn't help wonder how many lay alone on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye; I dropped to my knees and started to cry.
The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice, "Santa, don't cry. This life is my choice.
I fight for freedom, I don't ask for more; my life is my God, my country, my corps."
The soldier rolled over and drifted to sleep; I couldn't control it, I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours, so silent and still, and we both shivered from the cold night's chill.
I didn't want to leave on that cold, dark night, this guardian of honor, so willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure, whispered, "Carry on Santa, it's
Christmas Day, all is secure."
One look at my watch and I knew he was right, "Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good
night."
The original poem was written by former Marine Corporal James M Schmidt

Christmas Gifts were purchased and wrapped for every resident by members of Saint
Vincent de Paul, Saint Anslem’s, American Legion Auxiliary and the ELKS Lodge who
graciously donated their time and finances to make our Veterans Christmas memorable.
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There were so many fun and festive events during the
month of December.
We had the great opportunity to celebrate a 104th
Birthday with entertainment.
The residents enjoyed sponsored bingo games, dinners, and a Christmas party.
They watched the Army Navy game and the Eagles
games. They also assisted with making a Christmas
picture tree, viewed a virtual Christmas show, enjoyed a Hanukkah Party, candlelight hymn singing,
each resident received a Christmas gift, and ended
the year with a New Year’s Eve party with eggnog.

Search “Pennsylvania Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs” on any

I truly appreciate the staff and volunteers who assisted with the Holiday dinner December 21st. The residents expressed how they and their family truly enjoyed dining and speaking with Major General
Schindler, General Weigl, Travis, Barbara, Dr. B, Debbie, staff, volunteers, and myself.

of those sites to connect with us and

Thank you to the staff who assisted with the lunch
and ugly sweater celebration for the staff holiday party.

Peter A. Ojeda RN, BSN, NHA

Because of all your hard work, we passed the recognition survey, again thank you so very much to all of
you for your hard work. Your support and positivity
are very much appreciated.
Congratulations and a warm welcome to our new employees. We hope your new journey will be exciting
and rewarding. Your positive energy, enthusiasm,
newer perspectives, and ideas are always encouraged.
To all residents and staff, my door is always open for
you.I wish you and your family a Happy New Year.

Peter

see the latest news, pictures
Delaware Valley Veterans Home
Commandant:

Medical Director:
Dr. Violetta Berdichevskaya MD
Director of Nursing:
Deborah Olivieri RNC, MS

Family members of Residents:
Copies of the Newsletter are
available on our website ttps://
www.dmva.pa.gov/paveteranshomes/
DelawareValleyVeteransHome/
Documents/DVVH-Newsletter.pdf

Generous Sponsors & Benefactors
VFW Post 6495 Aux, Post 1597
Marty & Dolores Danielson State Rep for the American Legion Auxiliary Dept. of PA
Saint Anselm Parish/Jack Irwin,
Stay & Play School
Stars & Stripes Bars & Pipes Bravo Chapter
Lower Merion High School—Jessica Brookstein - Re: The Dr. Seymour Leiner Jewish Enrichment Fund
VFW Aux Dept Of PA DVVH (Brenda Johnson)
ELKS—Fairless Hills Elks Lodge #2023

Peggy Smith

Aaron School from New York (Christmas Cards)
Sol Feinstone School (Christmas Cards)
Overlook Library (Christmas Cards)
Mr. Gary & Lucy Miller (Christmas Cards)
VFW Post 3258, Bux-Mont Am Vets Post 273
American Legion Post 210—Rhawnhurst Castor Memorial Post 754
Marjorie Springer (Christmas Cards)

William & Joseph Pfender - SO Phila. Post 98 JWVLA
Denise Hammond (Christmas Cards)
Nazareth Academy (Christmas Cards)

New Members of DVVH Welcome Home
James Pricolo- ARMY
John Michener- ARMY
David Gama- ARMY

Valley Voice
Editor:

William McGoldrick

Photos:

The Activities Team: Kristian Scheuer,
Derrick Jones, Christena Young,
Pat Barley, Myrtho Gaston–Jeanty

TAPS
Delaware Valley Veterans Home extends its deepest sympathy to the loved ones of the
following Veterans who had recently passed away. Their presence will be greatly missed.

John Adams

12/30/42 to 12/2/22 (ARMY)

Harding Byrd

11/12/24 to 12/3/22 (ARMY)

Antonio Portillo

6/1/51 to 12/8/22 (ARMY)

Michael McCauley 3/27/54 to 12/31/22 (U.S. MARINE CORP)

A caisson (US: / ˈkeɪsɒn /) is a two-wheeled cart designed to carry
artillery ammunition; the British term is "ammunition wagon".
Caissons are also used to bear the casket of the deceased in some
state and military funerals in certain Western cultures, including the
United States.

