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August 2020 

One of the most recognized and respected medals awarded to members of the U.S. armed forces, the Purple Heart, is 

the nation’s oldest military award.  It was introduced as the “Badge of Military Merit” by General George Washington 

in 1782. In military terms, the award had “broken service,” as it was ignored for nearly 150 years until it was                  

re-introduced on February 22, 1932, on the 200th anniversary of George Washington’s birth. It was then that the War 

Department (predecessor to the Department of Defense) announced the establishment of the Purple Heart award in 

General Order No. 3: 

By order of the President of the United States, the Purple Heart established by General George Washington at          

Newburgh, August 7, 1782, during the War of the Revolution, is hereby revived out of respect to his memory and       

military achievements. 

By Order of the Secretary War 

Douglas MacArthur General Chief of Staff 

Given the lack of consistent records prior to 1932 it is estimated that 1.8 million have been awarded the Purple Heart.  

Two of these recipients reside here with us at the PA Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Home (PSSH).  Keith Broaddus and Dwain    

Fugate both were awarded the medal for wounds incurred during combat while serving in the Vietnam War.  

The Purple Heart Monument here at PSSH is located in front of the gazebo and was donated by the Military Order of 

the Purple Heart, Commodore Perry Chapter 197.  

 PA Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home          560 East 3rd Street, Erie 

Purple Heart Day 

PSSH Leadership 

Commandant 

Barb Raymond 

Deputy Commandant 

Beth Seibert 

Director of Nursing 

Cheri Spacht  
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Commandant’s Corner 

Life has a way of throwing us curve balls.  When the curve was flatten-

ing and trending downward, low and behold to our dismay we are now 

seeing an increase in numbers of COVID-19 cases throughout the  

Country.   

I still miss everyone and can’t wait to be home.  I know that you’re all 

in good hands!  Thank you everyone for your continued kind words.  

We’re holding our own at Southeastern Veterans’ Center, but there’s 

no place like home! 

PSSH remains status quo.  Pending any unforeseen changes, we hope 

to be reuniting our residents with their families soon.  In the meantime, 

we will continue to adhere to the recommendations of the CDC, as well as, Bureau of Veterans Homes 

as we have been doing since the COVID-19 Pandemic started.  The DOH guidance on screening of all 

visitors continues upon entrance/exit of the facility grounds.  Please note that the screening forms and 

process is ever changing as we strive to improve this aspect of keeping our veterans safe. As always, if 

there are any questions or concerns, please let us know. 

July activities continued with window visits from families and Zoom calls.  Birthday parties, ice cream/

soft pretzel socials and Hungry Hippos activities were enjoyed by all.  Residents are enjoying the     

beautiful weather we have been having during patio time.  August activities will be decided on an as 

needed basis while the pandemic continues.   

Beyond the focus of the COVID-19 Pandemic, I wanted to make sure that at PSSH our focus remains the 

safety of the residents.  The heat and humidity of a beautiful summer day can be dangerous causing 

dehydration to our elderly population.  Please ensure that they are drinking plenty of fluids, apply   

sunblock if they are going to be outdoors for any length of time and encourage them to stay out of   

direct sunlight. 

Our “Caught you Caring” employee of the month is Marcus Morgan.  You can find Marcus in Nursing on 

1st shift.  Marcus is an Essential part of our PSSH team.  Thank you for all you do for our Veterans and 

the PSSH family! 

One last thought…” Someone else is Happy with Less than what you Have.”  
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Thomas Guido  August    2 

Victor Desantis   August    2 

Clyde Zappitella August    3 

David Rodabaugh August    3 

John Novak  August    15 

Todd Roumelis   August    17  

David Shreve     August    17 

Joseph Sansone August    20 

 

 

 

 

Jane Nies           August      21 

John Berberich   August      25 

Richard Levato   August      25 

Jack Legenzoff  August      28 

Anthony Lindenberger  August       28 

Joseph Allessie       August       28   

Morris Wickham August       29       

 

 

 

 

Keith Broaddus: Purple Heart Recipient 

 

 

August Birthdays 

Dwain Fugate: Purple Heart Recipient             

Dwain Fugate is a US Marine Corps veteran from Erie (Erie County), PA 

where he graduated from McDowell High School in 1963.  Mr. Fugate  

enlisted in February of 1965 and was deployed to Vietnam in September 

of 1966 where he flew over 60 combat missions as a Huey helicopter 

gunner. 

On March 2, 1967 Mr. Fugate’s helicopter was shot down over Khe Sanh, 

Vietnam.  The tail rudder was hit, and his Huey fell 1500 feet before it crashed to the ground.  A second 

Huey flying in the mission behind them was able to rescue the crew where Mr. Fugate was the only one        

injured, suffering a compression fracture of his spinal cord and a severe burn to his arm. Mr. Fugate was 

honorably discharged in February of 1969 and was awarded the Purple Heart Medal.    
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TAPS 

Leatrice Young    7/27/20 

 

    

Ken Vybiral  

Volunteer Coordinator  

(814) 878-4961 

kvybiral@pa.gov 

Newsletter Info 

 If you have an idea or would like to contribute to the next newsletter, please contact:  

 

Preview of August’s Activities 

 

NCU Activities: 

 

Wednesday,  8/5,  1:30-3pm, Unit to Unit Root Beer Floats 

Wednesday, 8/12, 1:30-3 pm, Unit to Unit Soft Pretzel Social 

Wednesday, 8/19, 1:30-3pm, Unit to Unit Birthday Cupcake Social 

Wednesday, 8/26, 1:30-3pm, Unit to Unit Soft Pretzel Social 

 

PCU Activities: 

 

Friday,   8/7, 2:00pm, BINGO (PCU Dining Room) 

Wednesday, 8/12, 3:30-4:00 pm, Soft Pretzel (First Floor Lounge) 

Friday,   8/14, 2:00pm, BINGO (PCU Dining Room) 

Wednesday, 8/19, 3:30-4:00pm,  Birthday Cupcake Social (First Floor Lounge) 

Friday,   8/21, 2:00pm, BINGO (PCU Dining Room) 

Wednesday, 8/26, 3:30-4:00pm, Soft Pretzel Social (First Floor Lounge) 

Friday,   8/28, 2:00pm, BINGO (PCU Dining Room) 
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New Residents 

The PA Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Home would like to welcome our new residents: 

No new residents        

 

 

 

 

  


