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Department Highlight: Social Services 

Our Social Services Team is an amazing group of professionals  

that assist residents and families daily with various concerns, re-

quests, questions, happy and sometimes, difficult conversations. 

We appreciate the time and effort each team member puts forth for 

each resident to enrich Veteran’s lives. Each Social Worker pro-

vides comfort to the daily routines no matter how small or large the 

situation may be. We are thankful for their tireless efforts in making 

sure everyone feels safe, happy and secure. 

Above left to right,  Sara Cantymagli, Melissa Hall, and Johanna 

Valenti. Pictured on right top to bottom is Patty Carfagno, Erika 

Stamm, and John Thompson. 
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Dave Paveletz 

 
Remembering Those No Longer 
                 With Us 

 

Resident Spotlight: 

Michele Fehr 

Marvin Kuriloff 

Gerald Stodder 

Dorothy Hrynkow 

Kyle Quackenbush 

Robert Farr  
 Robert Farr, a resident here at 

SEVC, has many great stories to 

share. Did you know that not only did 

he serve his country but he is also a 

talented athlete and musician? 

 Bob grew up on a farm outside of 

the Schuylkill Haven/Pottsville area, 

where he helped grow potatoes, cher-

ries, and raise chickens with his sib-

lings.  

 When he was a young boy, he 

would always walk past Brown’s Music 

Store and dream of playing music. One 

day, the store owner noticed him star-

ing at the window and decided to invite 

him and teach him how to play the big 

bass fiddle. He would go everyday right 

after school and learn. He went on to 

play for the High School band where he 

excelled at French Horn. He was so 

talented, the VFW Band & 3rd Brigade 

Band asked him to play with them!   

 He was also a talented athlete. He 

was Captain of the football team and 

his build and skillset helped when he 

was drafted to serve in the Army.  

He served from 1952-1956. While 

serving in the Army, Bob was a gunner 

on the recoilous riffle, where he experi-

enced an injury. The Army decided to 

move him to Berlin instead of deploy-

ing to Korea.  

 In Berlin, he joined the Bugle and 

Drum Corps and played for celebrities 

like the Queen of England, Louis Arm-

strong, Ella Fitzgerald, Shirley Jones, 

The Secretary of State, and many 

more! General Packler asked him to 

play football for the Army and so he 

did. He had so much fun in Berlin, he 

even coached a little league there! 

After service, he formed a band called 

Chubby & The Royals and they played 

all over for 28 years! (Pictured above-

Bob on the far left) He was married 

twice and had 3 children, 22 grand 

kids and one great grandchild! What a 

great life…. 
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 September BIRTHDAYS 

  STAFF UPDATES IN SEPTEMBER 

                      Lane Averill 

Richard Crossley   Donald Knause 

Patrick Donoghue   Paul Lynn 

William Glickman   Francis Keiser 

Samuel Mulhearn   Evelyn Schmidt 

Julia Barbati – LPN 
Bridgette Neiss – NA Trainee 
Barbara Wallace – RNS  
Rashania Williams – CNA 
Christine Hurst – LPN 
Symone Jackson – NA Trainee 
Valene Lawrence – FSW1 
Lisa Manning – CNA 
Richard Moesser – CW1 

Zachary Guziak – 9/19/20 – from Security Officer 1 to Security Officer 2 
James Gassner – 9/19/20 - from Security Officer 1 to Security Officer 2 
Jeremiah Mensah – 9/19/20 - from PRN RN to RN Infection Control  
Matthew Naumenko – 10/3/20 - from Food Service Worker 1 to Stock Clerk 2 
Gail  Batman—10/3/20 from Custodial Worker 1 to Custodial Worker 2 

NEW HIRES 

PROMOTIONS 

Sarah Asante – CNA – 10 Years 
Habeeb Bello – RN – 5 Years 
Courtney Malloy – CNA – 10 Years 
Christina Hafer – Clerk 2 – 25 Years 
Jackie Williams – MAAA – 5 Years                                             

MILESTONES 
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SEPTEMBER EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

Kirt has taken the lead on building the 

donning and doffing spaces and worked count-

less hours transporting the VA nurses to and 

from SEVC during their time assisting our nurs-

ing department.   

 Kirt was critical in ensuring COVID contami-

nation was contained and was instrumental in 

helping the Fort Indiantown Gap team set up 

the facility to be in compliance with infection 

control procedures.  Kirt was extremely helpful 

during these difficult times and worked tirelessly 

to get these essential things completed quickly. 

 Kirt also removed many downed trees after 

a recent storm to unblock the roadways so that 

staff could safely get in and out of the facility 

grounds. 

 SEVC could not have accomplished these 

vital tasks without Kirt and we thank him for his 

hard work and dedication to our Veterans and 

fellow staff 

Congratulations Kirt!! 

Eric, known to us at SEVC as “Farmer Eric”  has a 

knack for horticulture. While growing up, Eric spent a 

lot of time gardening with his Grandmother where his 

passion ignited. After six years in the Navy and 29 

years with UPS,  he still found time to moonlight at a 

greenhouse and at Merry Mead Farms for many years. 

He has owned his own 7,000 sq ft greenhouse for over 

27 years, where he grows flowers and vegetables for 

fun. He loves gardening because it brings joy! He truly 

loves seeing other people smile when providing na-

ture’s gift of beauty! What a great life! 

Kirt Kronmuller 

Maintenance 
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Happenings at SEVC 

 

The annual State Employee Combined Ap-
peal (SECA) runs from September 1-
October 23rd. SECA is an annual oppor-
tunity to donate to your favorite charities 
through the workplace.. 

Feel free to donate online or reach out to 
Jill Alwine, Kathy Knaub or Tara Vaszily for 
more information. 

https://www.seca.pa.gov/Pages/
default.aspx 

Pictured above is The National 

Guard back in action at SEVC. 

They are here assisting staff and 

residents with COVID swabbing. 

We appreciate their assistance 

and dedication to our facility.  

THANK YOU! 

The COVID Alert PA app is here! 

Help Reduce The Spread of COVID  

The New COVID Alert app is a free, voluntary app devel-

oped by PA DOH in partnership with NearForm, UPenn, 

and MIT Lincoln Laboratory using Apple and Google Expo-

sure Notification System. It works to notify you of another 

phone within 6 feet of you for 15 min or more. When an app 

user confirms a positive COVID-19 test result in the app, it 

will check to see if it matches any anonymous Bluetooth 

close contact interactions your phone has had over the last 

14 days. If there is a match, COVID Alert PA may send an 

alert.  For more detailed information, check out:https://

www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/COVID-

Alert-FAQs.aspx.  

Continued COVID-19 Testing 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.pa.gov%2Ftopics%2Fdisease%2Fcoronavirus%2FPages%2FCOVID-Alert-FAQs.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Ctvaszily%40pa.gov%7Cd3e276272eb5446982ee08d85fc829bb%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.pa.gov%2Ftopics%2Fdisease%2Fcoronavirus%2FPages%2FCOVID-Alert-FAQs.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Ctvaszily%40pa.gov%7Cd3e276272eb5446982ee08d85fc829bb%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.pa.gov%2Ftopics%2Fdisease%2Fcoronavirus%2FPages%2FCOVID-Alert-FAQs.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Ctvaszily%40pa.gov%7Cd3e276272eb5446982ee08d85fc829bb%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0
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Resident Activities 

 

What a fine way to celebrate a Fall kickoff with some O’Doul’s and soft pretzels! 

Family Window Visits 
Evelyn Thompson, (bottom right) a 

resident and SEVC Volunteer, 

spent time with family at the visita-

tion window this past weekend!  

We are thankful for our Activities 

team, Social Services, and The 

Thompson family for making this 

visit happen!  Evelyn had a lovely 

time being able to see and talk 

with her loved ones. A fun fact 

about Evelyn, she has over 16,226 

lifetime volunteer hours here at 

SEVC. She has spent decades 

dedicating time to helping others. 

What an amazing lady. 
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Resident Celebrations 

Enjoying the warmth and sun of 

the fresh outdoors while we can! 

Only one more month before the 

chilly weather begins!. 

Pictured left is Jackie Williams from Activities. She is get-

ting ready to party thanks to Susan Long for donating tons 

of treats to the Veterans! We had continuous treat carts 

strolling the floors. Who doesn’t love a party!  
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COMMUNITY DONATIONS 

A sincere thank you to Rose Corr, Linda 

Worthington, and the entire AGSM North 

Penn Chapter. They donated many col-

oring books with accompanied color 

pencils. How delightful. A great activity 

for our Vets. 

Linda Neiman and the VFW Aux Dept of PA have 

provided a donation of large print word search puzzle 

books!  These are gold here– a very popular activity 

to keep our Vets busy and sharp! 

A new Pavilion has been donated by various sponsors to 

support family visits in the CLC area.  Thank you to the 

following for your generous donations:     

   Bob and Elaine Deger 

   Pilot Club of Valley Forge 

   DAR of Valley Forge 

   Carla Narducci & Frank Strefflng 

   Gladys & Richard Saylor 

Additional Gazebo Donation for Family Visitation 

 The new Pavilion has been ordered. We know it will be 

beautiful and well deserved for the residents. Stay tuned for 

more updates! 

 A warm thank you to American Gold Star Mothers 

North Penn Chapter for donating funds towards a new 

bench for the pavilion!  We are so thankful  

Activity Donations 
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Byron Johnson– Eagle Scout Project         Courtyard Makeover  Part 2 

 

 Volunteer Service Projects 

 

  

 Byron Johnson, a senior at Perkiomen Val-
ley High School, is a member of Boy Scout 
Troop 7155 (chartered by the Trappe VFW 
Post 7155) and the Sea Cadet Liberty Bell 
Squadron.  Byron joined scouts in 2016 and 
quickly grew to appreciate the skills and activi-
ties that it offered, especially hiking, camping 
and visiting the Naval Academy. He has held 
positions such as Senior Patrol Leader, Patrol 
Leader, and now Troop Guide. He is currently 
working to complete his Eagle Scout Service 
project.   

 As he began planning, he knew right away 
that he wanted to work with a beneficiary asso-
ciated with veterans and has been thrilled to 
work with the SEVC. This project was to refur-
bish the small CLC courtyard, with funds that 
he raised via many generous sponsors, so resi-
dents can enjoy this fresh air space.  He tore 
down and removed the old planter beds, re-
placed them with newly designed and hand-
crafted composite planters. He and his team 
also cleaned up and mulched all of the flower 
beds, planted new perennials, and replaced  
the umbrella that had deteriorated.  Byron was 
able to gather other members of his troop to 
clean and refresh the entire courtyard.  With 
over 65 labor hours, Byron and team were able 
to complete the project.  

 After he graduates, Byron intends to join the 
military after or during college, either through a 
Service Academy or the NROTC, with his heart 
set on the U.S. Navy. 

   THANK YOU SO MUCH BYRON and Team! 
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   Volunteer Service Projects 

Student Spotlight Series: Navein Suresh  Part 3 

Navein Suresh, a high school student from Spring-Ford High School, exceeded the goal of 100 hours 

and earned the Presidential Volunteer Service Award– Gold level. Along side is Father, Dr. Suresh 

Paramisvam, of whom also won the award at the Bronze level. Both spent many hours in the hot sum-

mer sun volunteering hours to help make the beds look beautiful along with various projects. At the 

bottom, SEVC staff applauding both Navein and Suresh for an outstanding achievement! Thank you 

both for making a difference! 
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A special Thank You to Linda Neiman and the VFW Auxiliary Dept of PA  for donating 

mums and fall decor to freshen up the Coates Hall and CLC entrances. Thank you to 

Wendy’s Flowers in Gilbertsville for supplying the order! We appreciate the partnerships 

and continued support. And of course, thank you to our student volunteers from Perk Val-

ley High School, Boyertown, and Dock Mennonite Academy for planting and mulching this 

weekend.  We love the festive new look! 

Student Volunteer Projects 
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Thanksgiving and Winter Holiday Celebrations  

Are  

Around the Corner... 

Holiday Festivities Update 

Stay tuned... The Friend of Veteran 

Wish List is in process and will be 

mailed to our Sponsors by mid-October. 

This year’s holiday will be different but 

we will still have a wonderful celebration 

for all. 

We know that this has been a challenging and unique year for everyone! 

Our holiday celebrations will indeed be different. But don’t worry! This year 

will be fun and you can still help in many ways.  We have a list of events 

available to sponsor/adopt for our Vets, Donation lists with specific require-

ments, and outdoor parades for volunteer participation! 

FOV 

If interested in sponsoring an event and/or donating 

for the holidays, please email Tara Vaszily at: 

tvaszily@pa.gov.  Activity and donation lists will be 

available to review by mid-October.  

Ideas on the horizon… 

• Caroling 

• Parades 

• Floor Decoration Contests 

• Light Shows 

• Weekly Food Festivals 

• Ornament Creations  

• ...and many more 

How Do I Get Involved? 


