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December 201 6

560 East 3rd Street, Erie

pennsylvania
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

PENNSYLVANIA SOLDIERS’
AND SAILORS’ HOME

PSSH Leadership

Commandant
Barb Raymond

Deputy Commandant
Beth Seibert

Director of Nursing
Kathy Wilcox

The Pennsylvania Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Home (PSSH) celebrated Veterans Day last month with a special
ceremony commemorating its Cold War Veterans. Working with the office of U.S. Congressman Mike
Kelly (PA-3) The Home was able to honor all eligible residents with the Cold War Recognition Certificate.
The Cold War Recognition Certificate is awarded by the Secretary of Defense to all U.S. Armed Forces
personnel who faithfully and honorably served the United States anytime during the Cold War era, which
is defined as September 2, 1945 to December 26, 1991.

The Veterans Day celebration began with music from Mercyhurst University’s Bravo Five Brass Quintet
and presentation of the colors was provided by the Wesleyville/North East American Legion Color Guard.
The ceremony included several speakers beginning with PSSH Commandant Barb Raymond who provided
the standing room only audience with welcoming remarks and an overview on the history behind Veterans
Day. PSSH resident Anthony Long read an original poem titled “Knights in Shining Armor.” U.S. Air
Force and Vietnam veteran Rev. James L. Hodge delivered the ceremony’s keynote speech offering a
passionate and heartfelt address that resonated with the audience.

Commandant Barb Raymond was then joined by Rev. Hodge and PSSH Chaplain Ken Fails as resident’s
names were announced and they were awarded the Cold War Recognition Certificate. All told, 166 of
PSSH’s residents were eligible to receive the recognition. The ceremony concluded with the playing of the
service songs of the armed forces prior to the Wesleyville/North East AL Color Guard retiring the colors.
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Commandant’s Corner

Commandant’s Corner

We are looking forward to our Christmas visit from TAG on Thursday,
December 22, 2016. Brig. Gen. Anthony Carrelli & company will arrive
at12:15 p.m.

Congratulations to Shaun Grippe, one of our nursing staff for being the
September Employee of the Month! Shaun was “Caught Caring” and
nominated by Security. The nominator indicated “this employee goes
above and beyond at all times. He was carrying items and saw a Resident
struggling in his wheelchair. He stopped and set his stuff down and assisted
the Resident and spoke kind words to him. This was truly an act of caring
and selflessness”. If you see Shaun congratulate him!

The Advisory Council meeting will be held on December 8th at 9:00 a.m. in the PCU dining room.
The American Legion Christmas Tour will be on December 4, 2016. There will be approximately 100 repre-
sentatives having lunch with the residents following the tour.

Holiday Open House will be celebrated on December 10, 2016 from 2:00 — 4:00 in the PCU dining room.
This event is for the nursing home residents, their family and loved ones. Finger foods of hors d’oeuvre and
desserts along with beverages will be served. Ken Vybiral will be looking for volunteers to assist with es-
corting residents to and from the nursing unit.

Presents for Patients parties and activities are Sunday, December 18th at 2:00 for the PCU Residents,
Wednesday, December 7th at 1:30 for the NCU Residents and Wednesday, December 14th at 1:30 for the
ACU Residents.

Wreaths Across America will be celebrated in the PA Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Cemetery at 12:00 on December
17th.

PSSH will enjoy the beautiful music of the PSSH Handbell Choir on December 23rd at 2:00 p.m.

I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year. Enjoy gathering
with family and friends and be safe.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of the Veterans, Residents and staff. I encourage all of
our readers to visit the Soldiers and Sailors home; we look forward to seeing you.

Barb Raymond
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Shirlee Biancosino: NCU Resident
of the Month

Mrs. Biancosino has lived in Erie all her life, In the early days of the
where she enjoyed growing up with her two Home, religious service
brotbers and three sisters. She was raised going attendance was mandatory.
to Saint Stephens Church, and she attended .. .

Irving, Roosevelt, and Strong Vincent schools. Missing services was grounds
She came very close to graduating high school, for dismissal.

but she had to drop out during her senior year

to help her ill mother. She has waitressed her

whole life and liked getting to know the regular

customers. Mrs. Biancosino married Richard in

1952, and they had 10 children together. Six are

still living, and she loves them and her grand-

children very, very much.

Fun Fact:

Mrs. Biancosino loves singing soprano and
acting. She sang mass as a cantor at the Holy
Rosary Church for many years before moving to
the Home and also sang at the Siebenbuerger
Club. She loved acting at the Erie Playhouse as
well, particularly singing in their plays.

Mrs. Biancosino has only lived at the Home for

a few months. She moved here to live with her December Birth T

husband before his passing. Her favorite part of John Geertson Dec. 3
living here is the wonderful people, and she Anthony Grzegorzewski Dec. 6
says the food is not bad either. The staff, she S
amuel Rodgers Dec. 6
adds, is fabulous. Her children can easily visit N _ ger
because they live close. She says that she lives James Kiel Dec. 7
for smiles and hugs. She loves the smile hugs Darrell Pierce Dec. 11
brl.ng, and she has lots of children and grand- Leslie Stoudt Dec. 15
children to hug.
Russell Cornman Dec. 18
Robert Formichella Dec. 21
Lois Evans Dec. 23
Jeffrey Will Dec. 28
Edwin Gonser Dec. 30
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New Residents

The PA Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Home would like to welcome our new residents:

James Babo 11/14/2016

Murray Protaz 11/17/2016

Edward Harmle 11/22/2016 W@ @@m U
Helen Laplaca 11/23/2016 @D
Donald Chase 11/30/2016

David Thayer 12/1/2016

Daryl Berlin: PCU Resident of the Month

Mr. Daryl Berlin was born in Ashtabula, OH and at a young age moved to California. He later
returned to Ohio and eventually settled in Girard, PA. Growing up, Mr. Berlin was active in the
Boys Scouts and had the opportunity to travel west to visit many of our National Parks, including
the Grand Canyon. He attended Rice Avenue Union High School (currently Girard High School)
and graduated in 1973 from their Building and Maintenance program through the Erie County
Vocational and Technical School.

Already well-traveled, Mr. Berlin enlisted in the Navy’s delayed entry program in 1976 and joined
the Sea Bees shortly thereafter. As a Sea Bee, he attended Builders School in CA and Weapons
Training in MS. As a member of the Amphibious Assault Group, Beach Masters 2nd Unit, he
conducted assault trainings all over the world, including Scotland, Germany, Holland, Iceland, and
St. Thomas. Mr. Berlin also spent two years as an engineman in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba repairing
tug boats. It was there that he enjoyed night diving. While preparing to exit the Navy, Mr. Berlin
spent his final days in Philadelphia’s Navy Yard until his Honorable Discharge in 1984.

Following his Naval Service, Mr. Berlin returned to Girard and worked with his father in his roofing
and aluminum siding business. In the late 1980’s, he took a position here at the Home in the
Maintenance Department and worked here until the mid-1990’s before returning to work with his
father. He, later, worked side jobs and helped out as his brother’s pizza shop.

Mr. Berlin enjoys the comradery and time spent with his fellow residents. He is an avid Steelers fan
and enjoys hunting, fishing, and coin collecting. He has three children and thoroughly enjoys spoil-
ing his grandchildren!
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November Activities
Veterans Day Ceremony & Cold War Recognition
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Preview of December’s Activities

Saturday 12/3, 9:30am, Games with Millcreek Community Church
Sunday 12/4, 10:30am, AL & ALA Dept. of PA Christmas Visits
Tuesday 12/6, 9:15am, Perseus House Charter School Visits
Wednesday 12/7, 1:30pm, NCU Presents & Christmas Party w/ Music
Saturday 12/10, 2-4pm, NCU/ACU Families Christmas Open House
Sunday 12/11, 2:30pm, Vietnam Vets Post 52 Visits

Monday 12/12, 10:30am, Mercyhurst Prep Show Choir

Wednesday 12/14, 4pm, Spaghetti Dinner

Friday 12/16, 3:30pm, Burton Funeral Home Christmas Stocking Visits
Saturday 12/17, 12pm, Wreaths Across America

Monday 12/19, 3:15pm, Bookmobile

Tuesday 12/20, 6:30pm, Strong Vincent ROTC Christmas Visits
Wednesday 12/21, 1:30pm, Sight Center & Embracing Our Veterans Christmas Visits
Thursday 12/22, 12pm, TAG Christmas Visits

Thursday 12/22, 2pm, Birthday Party w/ Music by Mike & Marie Miller
Friday, 12/23, 2pm, Handbell Choir Performance & Sing-a-long w/ Angelo

Sunday 12/25, 2:30pm, Christmas Day Bingo Sponsored by PSSH Staff & Families
Tuesday 12/27, 7pm, Ice Cream Social w/ Music by Steppin Pappy
Saturday 12/31, 6:30-8pm, New Years Eve Party

TAPS

Alma Ditzel 11/6/2016
Jerome Jerge 11/6/2016
Michael Gresh 11/16/2016

Robert Lee Hughes 11/21/2016

Newsletter Info
If you have an idea or would like to contribute to the next newsletter, please contact:
Ken Vybiral
Volunteer Coordinator
(814) 878-4961
kvybiral@pa.gov
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@ pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY

AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Want to keep updated on DMVA?
Follow us on these

social media platforms!

(P ———"

twitter)

A
facebook

(]I Tube

fllckr

Search “Pennsylvania Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs” on any of those sites to
connect with us and see the latest news, pictures
and videos from DMVA.
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