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DMVA News
DMVA Is Hiring Registered Nurses For Gino J. Merli Veterans' Center
In Scranton:
Our registered nurses are responsible for the total nursing care and related services
given to veteran residents. This involves establishing and maintaining a therapeutic
environment with emphasis on rehabilitative, restorative, skilled, supportive, and
palliative nursing care. In doing so, you can have a positive impact on the lives of our
residents. Come, join the GMVC team! Job post closes Jan. 21, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. For
more information visit Website.

Veterans' Trust Fund Grant Opportunities:
The Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs announced the opening
of its fiscal year 2020-21 Veterans' Trust Fund (VTF) grant cycle. A combined total of
$800,000 in VTF grants will be awarded to non-profit organizations, veteran service
organizations and county directors of veteran affairs across the state. Applications must
be received by 2 p.m. on Wednesday, January 27, 2021. Please submit your
applications to RA-MVVetTrustFund@pa.gov. For more information visit Website.

All Six PA Veterans Homes Have Begun Vaccinating Residents, Staff
For COVID-19:
Pennsylvania's six veterans homes, operated by the Pennsylvania Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs, have begun onsite COVID-19 vaccination clinics for
residents and staff. The vaccination clinics, which are administered by CVS/OmniCare
as part of the Federal Pharmacy Partnership Program, will continue to be administered
through early February to ensure all residents and staff who want the vaccine receive
it. Website.

Immediate Job Openings Statewide At DMVA's Pennsylvania Veterans
Homes:
The Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA) is hiring positions
of custodial worker 1, food service worker 1, and security officer 1. Did you serve in one
of the branches of the armed services? Are you looking for a way to continue to serve
others who served? DMVA operates six extended care facilities for veterans. You can be

part of the mission. The commonwealth offers veterans preference. Apply today
at Website.

DMVA's Southeastern Veterans' Center Is Hiring:
The Southeastern Veterans' Center in Spring City (Chester County) is hiring. Immediate
positions are available for certified nurse aides, licensed practical nurses, nurse aide
trainees and registered nurses. Website.

DMVA Is Hiring Nurses:
At the Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, we currently have
immediate openings for rewarding careers in nursing across Pennsylvania. Website.

Around the State
Altoona VA COVID-19 Vaccination Information:
In accordance with CDC guidance, the Altoona VA in Blair County is administering
vaccinations to front-line staff, veterans 75 years and older or veterans with qualifying
comorbidities. Please call your primary care team or 814-943-8164 for more information
or to schedule an appointment. Website.

Butler VA Begins COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution With Moderna:
The Butler VA in Butler County is one of 113 VA Medical Centers across the country to
receive the first limited supply of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Sites were identified
based on need for the vaccine according to CDC's 1A prioritization and capacity to store
the vaccine at -20â—¦C. Website.

COVID-19 Vaccine Available At Coatesville VA Medical Center:
Coatesville VA Medical Center in Chester County began offering the Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine to outpatients. Coatesville is one of more than 100 VA medical
centers and outpatient clinics now offering the Moderna vaccine. As vaccines become
available, the VA care team will be reaching out to eligible veterans to schedule
vaccinations. If you're eligible to get a vaccine, your VA health care team will contact
you. You don't need to reserve a vaccine or come to a VA facility to request or receive a
vaccine until you are contacted. The staff will only provide vaccines to veterans who are
currently eligible for one based on VA and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) risk criteria. Website.

PA Breaks Vaccine Plan Into Three Phases:
The Pennsylvania COVID-19 Interim Vaccination Plan intends to vaccinate the
population in three phases that are broken down into sub-phases. The phases are
based on the target populations advised by the Center for Disease Prevention and
Control (CDC). Website.

Veterans Thank Other Veterans With Monthly Food Distributions:
There's no active-duty military base in Pittsburgh, but veterans still flock to the area.
More veterans live in Allegheny County than any other part of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. When the pandemic hit in March, many veterans found themselves in
need of assistance. The Veterans Leadership Program gave away more than 150
donated shares of dry food and fresh produce on Monday Jan. 11, 2021. It aims to help
all veterans and military families, with distributions happening monthly in both the Strip
District (Allegheny County) and Johnstown (Cambria County), PA. Website.

Hat Collection Decorates Pennsylvania VA Office:
The Butler VA Health Care System honors veterans any way they can. One of those
unique ways is a veteran hat display at the Michael A. Marzano VA Clinic in Mercer
County. Website.

Across the Nation
Protect Yourself And Your Loved Ones "“ Get a Flu Shot:
You can help protect your family from influenza this season by getting a flu shot. In most
homes, women are the primary caregivers for their children, grandchildren, parents,
spouses or other family members. As a veteran enrolled in VA health care, you can go
to your local VA Medical Center, or to one of VA's many Community Care Network
(CCN) partners to receive a flu shot at no cost. These include pharmacies, grocery
stores and urgent care centers. Your family members may be able to receive a flu shot
at these locations as well. Website.

Federal Tools To Help Maximize GI Bill Education Benefits:
Like any military mission, transitioning to civilian life takes research, planning and the
right tools. One of the most powerful tools you can use is the GI Bill Â®. Since the
Post-9/11 GI Bill was implemented in 2009, Veterans Benefits Administration has
provided more than $111 billion in educational benefits to 2.2 million veterans and their
family members. Website.

Three Conditions To Be Added To VA List Of Illnesses Caused By
Agent Orange:
A measure was included in the final version of the Defense Bill to grant Department of
Veterans Affairs benefits to tens of thousands of Vietnam War veterans believed to be
suffering the effects of Agent Orange. The final version includes a measure that would
approve benefits for Vietnam War veterans suffering from bladder cancer,
hypothyroidism and Parkinson's-like symptoms, conditions thought to be caused by
exposure to the chemical herbicide Agent Orange. Website.

PA National Guard Assisting In Nation's Capital:

The Pennsylvania National Guard has been activated to assist in Washington, D.C.,
through the presidential inauguration, Governor Tom Wolf announced. President-elect
Joe Biden's inauguration is Jan. 20, 2021. About 1,000 of the state's National Guard
members will support District of Columbia National Guard and local civilian
authorities. Website.

VA Publishes Final Regulation To Improve Delivery Of Prosthetic And
Sensory Aids Services:
The VA published a final rule to establish and clarify eligibility for prosthetic and
rehabilitative items and services available to veterans. This establishes for the first time,
the nationwide categories of prosthetic and orthotic services, sensory aids and medical
devices VA is authorized to provide to veterans as part of their active treatment and
ongoing rehabilitation. Previously, these categories varied across VA medical
centers. Website.

VA Grows Locations For C&P Contract Exams For Veterans And
Service Members:
The Medical Disability Program Office (MDEO) administers the Medical Disability Exam
(MDE) contract program. MDEO contracts allow vendors to provide examinations to
veterans and service members who are seeking disability benefits from VA. The goal of
the program is to reduce claims processing time by increasing access to examinations.
VA will request a contract examination in support of a veteran's claim, if needed. After
VA orders an exam, the vendor will contact the veteran by telephone, registered mail, or
email to schedule an appointment within three business days of acknowledging the
request from VA. Website.

What To Expect During A Board Of Veterans' Appeals Hearing:
If you disagree with the initial decision VA made on your claim and decide to appeal the
decision to the Board of Veterans' Appeals (Board), you have a few different options to
choose how your appeal proceeds. But many people don't know what to expect, which
could cloud their ability to choose the best option for them. Website.

Gulf War Illness:
Three decades later, as many as a third of that population are affected by a cluster of
medically unexplained chronic symptoms that have plagued them following their return
from deployment. The symptoms can include fatigue, headaches, joint pain, indigestion,
bowel discomfort, insomnia, dizziness, respiratory disorders, skin problems and memory
impairment. VA clinicians and researchers often call this condition "Gulf War illness" in
medical literature. Website.

Veterans - Avoid COVID-19 Vaccine Scams:
Now that the COVID-19 vaccine is becoming available, scammers are calling, texting
and emailing veterans with promises of vaccine availability and early access to
vaccines. These promises are lies. The people sending these messages are identity

thieves. They are after your sensitive personal information, such as your Social Security
Number, and your money. Website.

Employment Opportunities
This listing is offered as a resource to both Pennsylvania's veterans and businesses that
seek to employ veterans. The DMVA has not investigated the positions being offered or
the businesses listed, and does not warrant or guarantee either the availability or the
terms and conditions of the positions listed. Please contact the employers represented
in this listing directly. To have an employment opportunity listed please email: RA-VANewsletter@pa.gov

DMVA Is Hiring:
DMVA is hiring custodial workers, food service workers, and security officers. Did you
serve in one of the branches of the Armed Services? Are you looking for a way to
continue to serve others who have served? We have the job for you! The Pennsylvania
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs operates six extended care facilities for
veterans. These facilities offer eligible veterans and their spouses the highest quality of
dedicated nursing care. You can be part of this amazing mission. Apply today! Website.

DMVA Is Hiring Director For Bureau of Veterans Homes:
The Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs is a seeking a hardworking and caring individual dedicated to leading the state veterans' homes and taking
care of their residents. The Director of the Bureau of Veterans Homes is responsible for
the administration and direction of a system of six veterans homes located throughout
the commonwealth, providing long-term nursing and domiciliary care for Pennsylvania's
veterans. Come join the DMVA team, apply today! Website.

DMVA Is Hiring Registered Nurses For Gino J. Merli Veterans' Center
In Scranton:
Our registered nurses are responsible for the total nursing care and related services
given to our residents. This involves establishing and maintaining a theapeutic
environment with emphasis on rehabilitative, restorative, skilled, supportive, and
palliative nursing care. In doing so, you can have a positive impact on the lives of our
residents. Come, join the GMVC team! Job post closes Jan. 21, 2021, at 11:59 p.m. For
more information visit Website.

Apply For Career Counseling Services Online:
VA's Personalized Career Planning and Guidance program, also called Chapter 36
benefits, can help guide your career and ensure the most effective use of your VA
benefits. Website.

Development Of New Multi-Use Office Tower In Pittsburgh Will Create
Hundreds Of Jobs, Spur Economic Growth In Western Pennsylvania:
Governor Tom Wolf announced that F.N.B. Corporation will enter into a joint venture with
Pittsburgh Arena Real Estate Development LP and the Buccini/Pollin Group to develop
the FNB Financial Center, a 26-story, 547,888-square-foot office tower in Pittsburgh,
which will create 160 new, high-paying jobs. The company has committed to investing
more than $220 million into the project. The site would bridge the historic Hill District
neighborhoods with the central business district, and the developer has committed to
achieving more than 45 percent Minority/Woman-Owned Business Enterprise
participation in the total development effort. Website.

GI Bill Training Benefits:
Did you know you could use your GI Bill benefits for a non-degree school? Programs,
like HVAC repair or Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) training, can help you jump
start your career in a new industry. Website.

Human Resources Managers Sought At VA facilities Nationwide:
One of the highest priorities at VA is recruiting and retaining top talent so they can fulfill
its mission of providing superior health care to millions of veterans. But they can't do
that without the help of skilled and dedicated human resources (HR) professionals. HR
managers are one of the most sought-after nonclinical positions at VA, with nearly one
in four VA health care systems indicating they need to recruit and hire more staff in this
position. Website.

The Best Military Transition Program You Didn't Know Existed:
When separating from the military, it's not uncommon for service members to discover
gaps between their resume and the civilian job they want. The Department of Defense
SkillBridge program lets active-duty personnel from all four branches spend the last 180
days of their military service interning at a civilian job with one of more than 500 industry
partners. Participants continue to receive military pay and benefits, whether they're
getting certified by Microsoft in cloud development, learning to weld, or taking
advantage of any one of the hundreds of other opportunities available. Website.

Wolf Administration Invests In Rail Infrastructure, Supporting
Business Development And 200 Jobs Statewide:
Governor Tom Wolf announced the approval of 26 rail freight improvement projects that
will enhance freight mobility while creating or sustaining more than 200 jobs across
Pennsylvania. The State Transportation Commission voted to approve $31.3 million for
the projects through the Rail Transportation Assistance Program (RTAP) and the Rail
Freight Assistance Program (RFAP). Website.

Department Of Agriculture Offers Free Agribusiness Planning
Workshops Through PA Farm Bill Ag Business Development Center:

Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding today announced that the Pennsylvania
Agricultural Business Development Center, funded through Governor Wolf's PA Farm
Bill, will offer ag businesses and aspiring ag entrepreneurs a series of free business
planning and marketing workshops through a partnership with the Pennsylvania Small
Business Development Centers during the virtual 2021 Pennsylvania Farm
Show. Website.

More Companies Commit To Hiring Military Spouses:
As so many military spouses struggle to maintain a meaningful career amidst repeated
moves, defense and service officials and private organizations have attacked the
decades-old problem of spouse unemployment from various sides. Website.

Soil Conservation Technician:
The direct hire vacancy announcement for soil conservation technician positions in
Bradford and Greensburg counties has been posted to USA jobs. This announcement is
open now through July 15, 2021. Website.

The Nine Best Job Programs For Veterans Separating In 2021:
Organizations want to train, hire or give veterans a leg up in the job market. These are
the best job programs for veterans in 2021. Website.

The Steps Veterans Can Take To Avoid Underemployment:
Being in a job where you don't feel valued or challenged can be disheartening.
Unfortunately, it's a position many former service members wind up in. Sixty percent of
veterans reported feeling that their skills and experiences were greater than the
requirements of their job, according to a 2016 study by the Center for a New American
Security. Website.

Amazon Is Hiring:
Amazon is hiring warehouse workers fulfillment center in Imperial, PA (Allegheny
County). Amazon remains open as an essential business to serve communities
delivering critical supplies directly to the doorsteps of people who need them. Find out
what Amazon is doing to provide a safe environment for employees at this time on our
COVID-19 FAQ page. Join Amazon and become part of the dedicated team that gets
orders ready for customers. Stay active during your work day in this fast-paced
warehouse environment. You'll be on the move for your whole shift. For more
information and apply visit Website.

More Than 500 Employers Are Now Looking To Hire Military Spouses:
The number of companies and organizations committed to hiring military spouses
surpassed 500 recently, with the addition of 86 new partners in the Military Spouse
Employment Partnership. Website.

Senior LIFE In York Is Hiring:
Senior LIFE York is happy to announce that it is now accepting referrals and ready to
enroll new folks into the LIFE program. Senior LIFE is an all-inclusive community based
program for adults over 55 who need skilled nursing services and wish to stay at home.
Partner with members to manage all healthcare services including hospital stays. You
can make a referral by calling any of the outreach coordinators. Call 717-757-5433 to
speak with outreach coordinators Mercedes Johnson, Ann Lucille Mong, or Donna
Strine. Website.

Veterinary Technician/Assistant At Spay Neuter Clinic Penn Hills, PA
(Allegheny County):
If you're an animal lover at heart and have veterinary education and/or clinical
experience, and want to spend your days helping to ensure pet wellness and do your
part to end overpopulation, we'd like to hear from you! The Spay Neuter Clinic mission
is to provide high quality spay and neuter services, microchipping, and vaccinations at
the lowest possible cost. Hourly wage depends on experience with pay increase
possible at the end of the probationary period. For more information contact Stefanie
Doyle at Stefanie.Doyle@careerlinkpittsburgh.org or visit Website.

Smart Indoor Vertical Farm To Open In Pennsylvania, Bringing New
Jobs, Sustainability, And Food Security:
Governor Tom Wolf announced that New York City-based Bowery Farming, Inc., the
largest vertical farming company in the country, has selected Pennsylvania as the best
place to expand its operations. The new facility will be the fourth vertical farm operation
in the U.S. and first in the commonwealth. Website.

Remote Work Could Be Silver Lining Of Pandemic For Some Veterans,
Including Those With PTSD:
The global coronavirus pandemic has created an unprecedented increase in remote
work arrangements for Americans. A Gallup Survey conducted in early August revealed
that more than 30 percent of American workers are mostly or completely remote, and
record levels of cases and hospitalizations may keep people working from home for the
foreseeable future. Post 9/11-era veterans stand to benefit from this shift, according to
experts and veterans interviewed by Military Times. Website.

CAT Veterans Employment Transportation Program:
The veterans employment transportation program provides an 11-Ride Pass for the
fixed route systems of Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin and York counties to
attend job interviews. Once a job has been secured, they will provide a monthly pass for
four months. The first month is FREE with pro-rated options to follow. All vehicles are
ADA accessible. For more information, call 717-846-5562 ext 1630 or visit Website.

Code Platoon Offers Software Development Training For Veterans And
Spouses:
Code Platoon trains veterans and their spouses with the skills and certificates
necessary to find employment as a full stack developer. Code Platoon's Coding
Bootcamp, is an immersive, hands-on training program with opportunities for paid
internships (in Chicago only) and job placements as a web developer upon
graduation. Website.

UPMC Health Plan, Pathways To Work:
UPMC Health Plan recently launched a new initiative, Pathways to Work that aims to
increase access to employment through training, education, and dedicated support from
UPMC staff. Pathways to Work makes a concerted effort to engage individuals in the
community who are unemployed or underemployed and those with an intellectual,
physical, or behavioral disability who are looking for employment and no-cost job
training programs. Interested individuals can email pathwaystowork@upmc.edu and
they will receive a response within one-two business days from one of the Pathways
recruiters. Website.

Why Military Veterans Make Natural Entrepreneurs:
The vim and vigor of a patriotic spirit can easily transition to entrepreneurial pursuits.
Military veterans and entrepreneurs require dedication and drive, along with faith and
optimism. These all-too-familiar characteristics are what carried many veterans through
their daily military routines and duties. Website.

ABARTA Coca-Cola Beverages LLC Is Hiring:
ABARTA Coca-Cola Beverages LLC is one of the largest employers of veterans in the
United States. ABARTA knows first-hand the benefits that come with hiring veterans as
team members. Join ABARTA Coca-Cola Beverages's work force community
at Website.

PepsiCo Is Hiring:
Thousands of veterans have made PepsiCo their professional home, as they are one of
the largest employers of veterans in the United States. PepsiCo has seen first-hand
how the skills, training, and dedication to teamwork veterans bring to the team drive
results. Join PepsiCo's veteran talent community at Website.

Redesigned PA CareerLink Website Helps Pennsylvanians Find Work:
The Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry Secretary is launching a redesigned
PA CareerLink website that makes it easier than ever for Pennsylvania workers,
employers and workforce development groups to connect to vital job search and career
development tools. "L&I is focused on training Pennsylvanian workers for the new
economy emerging in the wake of the global COVID-19 pandemic," said Labor &
Industry Secretary Jerry Oleksiak. Website.

Waste Management Is Hiring:
Waste Management is in need of a heavy equipment mechanic, junior diesel technician
and diesel technician. Waste Management has been recognized as best employer of
veterans by Military Times Top 75 and CivilianJobs.com. To see all Waste Management
job listings, visit Website.

Career Link-Translate Your Military Skills And Experience:
PA Career Link helps find civilian occupations that best align with your military skills,
experience and training. Career Link offers a variety of veteran services for transitioning
to civilian professions. Website.

Veteran Events
This listing is offered as a service to individuals and organizations to promote their
veteran and military-oriented events being held in Pennsylvania. The information is
taken directly from emailed submissions from requestors. DMVA is not responsible for
incorrect information submitted. Please send details on events to RA-VANewsletter@pa.gov and include the following key pieces of information: 1. Name of
event, 2. Date of event, 3. Time of event, 4. Address of event, 5. County of event, 6.
Event website, 7. Point of contact name, 8. POC phone number, 9. POC email address,
and 10. Additional details/coordinating instructions (fees, pre-registration, etc.)

Hops For Brewing Classes:
- Jan. 11- May 7, 2021
- This hybrid, self-paced course will provide you with an overview of the brewing
industry and the information you need to learn about the agricultural aspects of crafting
the perfect brew. You'll also have the opportunity to meet with local hop farmers and
brewers to grow your connections in the brewing industry, and you'll receive a hop
rhizome so you can grow your own hop plant this spring.
- To register for classes go to Website.

Free Virtual Narcan Training:
- Jan. 21, 2021, Noon
- To register call Jen Gastley at 717-337-4137 or email at jgastley@wellspan.org by Jan.
18, 2021
- Information on opioids and the signs and symptoms of addiction. Training will include
what to do if someone overdoses, how to obtain Narcan, how to access treatment, and
provide support for loved ones and friends.
- Website.

PNGAS Virtual Job Fair:
- Jan. 27, 2021, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
- PNGAS releases application for Guard-friendly employers

- To register go to Website.

Blood Drive In York County:
- Jan. 30, 2021, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
- BPOE 213, Social Hall, 223 N George St., York, PA (York County)
- To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-733-2767 or visit Website.

2nd Annual Pennsylvania Veteran Farming Virtual Conference:
- Feb. 27 , 2021, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
- The Conference will be interactive, combining presentations by agriculture service
providers and panels of veterans currently farming throughout the state. Opportunities
to ask questions and get answers from experts will be available in real time.
- Register at Website.

Mini Stand Down - Berks County:
- Second Saturday of every month, 10 a.m.-Noon
- RACC parking lot at 40 S. Front St., Reading, PA (Berks County)
- Point of contact: call 610-372-8267 or email: info@TeamVCOP.org
- Rain or shine, clothing, a hot meal and more free stuff.
- Website.

Mini Stand Down - Montgomery County:
- Fourth Saturday every month, 10 a.m.-Noon
- Vets Island at Memorial Park, 215 Manatawny St. Pottstown, PA 19464 (Montgomery
County)
- Point of contact: call 610-372-8267 or email info@TeamVCOP.org
- Rain or shine, clothing, a hot meal and more free stuff.
- Website.

Medically Assisted Recovery Support Group:
- Every Tuesday, 7 p.m.
- JFT Recovery and Veterans Support Services, downstairs meeting room, 300 Market
St., Lemoyne, PA (Cumberland County)
- For more information call 717-695-6253 or visit Website.
- This is a 12-Step based program of recovery for those utilizing medically assisted
treatment; however, anyone is welcome, no matter your program of recovery.

Veterans Breakfast Club Webinar:
- Every Monday at 7 p.m. and every Wednesday at 1 p.m.
- Contact Ellie DePastino at ellie@veteransbreakfastclub.com
- Veterans share their stories and take questions from a live online audience.
- To access the live-streamed events visit Website.

Veterans Resource Rally On Site Services Available Open To Veterans
And Their Families:
- 3rd Wednesday of the month
- For the love of a veteran, 1082 Carlisle St., Hanover, PA (York County)
- For more information contact Chris Waltz 717-451-2511 or email at
chris@fortheloveofaveteran.org
- Representatives on site to assist with veteran benefits, housing resources,
employment, VA eligibility, military share food program

Virtual VA Benefits Appointments:
- Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
- Do you have questions about your VA benefits? Contact Pittsburgh Regional Office via
email at PCU.VBAPIT@va.gov to schedule a virtual appointment.

Walkthrough Of Veterans ASCEND Virtually:
- Every Friday
- This brief covers how easy it is for servicemembers, veterans, and military family
members to set up a profile, shows a glimpse of how the business side works, and
gives you an opportunity to ask questions about the program. Walkthrough the process
of creating a profile, sneak a peak of the business view, and ask your questions.
- Website.

Stay Connected with the PA Department of Military and Veterans Aﬀairs:
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