



PENNSYLVANIA STATE VETERANS’ COMMISSION MEETING

ARROWHEADS COMMUNITY CLUB
FORT INDIANTOWN GAP

ANNVILLE, PA 17003-5002
Friday, June 3, 2016
1. CALL TO ORDER: The State Veterans’ Commission (SVC) meeting was called to order at 10:00AM by Chairman John Brenner.
2. INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The meeting was opened with an invocation, and recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. COMMISSION INTRODUCTION: Commission members introduced themselves and their guests in attendance.
4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  Minutes from the April 8, 2016 meeting were presented for approval.  Mr. John Cyprian made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Robert Cudworth seconded.  The motion carried.
5. MILITARY UPDATE:  BG Timothy Hilty provided an update on current and future PANG mobilizations.  Currently, 725 army and air guardsmen are deployed.  Army National Guard has 538 members mobilized and Air National Guard has 187 members mobilized.
6. VISN 4 UPDATE: Dr. Michael Adelman, VISN 4 Network Director, provided the following VISN 4 update:
· Leadership Update:  John Gennaro has been appointed Director of the Erie VA Medical Center.  Gary Devansky, Coatesville VA, has retired.  Carla Sivek, Deputy Network Director, is currently serving as the Interim Director in Coatesville.  Jim McKinley will serve as acting Deputy Network Director during Ms. Sivek’s absence.
· Southern New Jersey CBOC Update:  VISN 4 has assumed oversight for the three of the Community based outpatient clinics in Southern New Jersey.  Recruitments are ongoing for Northland/Vineland Clinic and Northfield clinic.
· Veterans Crisis Line:  VA previously piloted the Veterans Crisis Line automatic transfer (option #7) from the initial greeting at 11 medical centers nationwide including Philadelphia and Altoona.  Implementation to the remaining VISN 4 facilities are scheduled to be complete by July 18, 2016.
· Web Update – www.visn4.va.gov:  The 2015 VISN 4 annual report has been posted on the website.  Published copies will not be provided, to print your copy please visit http://www.visn4.va.gov/VISN4/news/annual-reports/2015/VISN4-annual-report-print.pdf.
· Discussion:

Johnstown CBOC has lost vital staff, what is the timeframe for hiring new staff?  They are in the process of recruiting; Dr. Adelman will get an update.
Johnstown CBOC is relatively new, is it possible to have pictures donated to adorn the walls?  We welcome donations, as long as the content is appropriate.  Another possibility is a “Hall of Honor”.
Can you provide an update on MyVA Region concept?  Philadelphia has a MyVA community and Pittsburgh is working on one.  There is Veterans Experience office for the eastern part of the state and one in New Jersey.  Part of their job is to locate organizations that provide services to Veterans.

OLD BUSINESS:
· Chief Council Update:  Mr. Michael Barrett encouraged Commission members to complete and return the RETX survey.  The survey helps members understand the direction the Commission wants to take regarding revisions and modifications to the Real Estate Tax Exemption Program.
· Policy, Planning and Legislative Update:  Mr. Dusty Durand provided the following legislative update:
· SB 1226 – modifies the Veterans’ Trust Fund
· HB 1727 – expands our awards program to include a PA Achievement Medal and a PA Veterans Service Award.
· A study on utilizing privately owned Veterans care facilities has been completed. To view the report please visit: http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us/Resources/Documents/Reports/546.pdf. 
· Currently working on Veterans Day at the Capitol, date TBD.
· SB 847 – adding Korean War Veterans to the State Veterans Commission is on third consideration.
· HB 2016 – places Civil Air Patrol under the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs rather than PennDOT.
· HB 2078 – expands the ability for Veterans, their spouses and Military Members to apply for and get education certifications at a reduced fee.
· There is a resolution out urging congress to expedite services for women Veterans.
· Discussion:
Is there a tentative date or timeframe for Veterans Day at the Capitol?  We are looking to schedule sometime in September.  The challenge we have is the end of session is the end of June early July and session dates have not been announced.
· Public Affairs Update:  Ms. Joan Nissley provided the following public affairs update:
· April was Volunteer recognition month.  More than 1,900 volunteers donated over 75,000 hours.

· May awarded the Veterans Trust Fund Grants.

· DMVA worked with the Department of Education to provide Veteran preference for Veterans, Military and spouses who are applying for teacher licenses.

· Phase 2 of online donations has rolled out.  Online donations include VTF, VTA, MFRAP, PA Veterans Memorial and SVH Resident Welfare fund.
· DMVA has partnered with the Wall of Faces program.  We are still trying to locate 401 photos to complete the Wall of Faces for Pennsylvania.
· June 12 thru 18 is Homes Week.  The highlight is June 13th at Delaware Valley Veterans’ Home, the undersecretary of the Army and the Sergeant Major of the Army will be visiting.
· Please include information provided to you in your newsletters and social media.
Discussion:

For the Wall of Faces, is there a name breakout by county?  Yes, on our website it lists by name by county.
· State Veterans’ Homes Update:  Mr. Andrew Ruscavage provided the Commission with the State Veterans’ Homes update.
· GMVC has been issued regular licensure and as of May 16, 2016 is cleared of all outstanding Tags.

· GMVC construction project has been postponed, by DGS, until the end of this calendar year/beginning of next calendar year.  There is a 10-11 month delay in this project; the home has open for addmissions.
· State Veterans’ Homes week June 12 thru 18, 2016.  

· Updated Hall of Fame guidelines were presented to the Commission for approval.  Mr. Taylor made a motion to approve the Hall of Fame Guidelines; to include changes made to item 3.  Mr. Abramson seconded.  The motion carried.
Discussion:
General Beck took this time to thank members for their support for the 18 month process it took to get GMVC license back.  We are still working on staffing issues.  Additionally, with DGS pushing back the construction project we will run into the issue of relocating and finding temporary beds for residents.  The consulting group, at GMVC, will be leaving 22 June.  The push back at GMVC causes push back on other construction projects.  DVVH construction is set to follow GMVC construction.
What was the reason DGS pushed back?  DGS is going through a remap of their entire process.  Until they get that process up and running they are slowing the process down.  They have not provided a date when that process will be completed.
· PIRO Update:  Director Hamp briefed the Commission on the following:
· DMVA Events Calendar launched May 2016.  The calendar includes all of the SVC events and has available space for service organization’s outreach events.  Please get in touch with Chip Gilliland or Joan Nissley and her staff for adding events to the calendar.
· On-line donation initiative launched the PA Veterans’ Memorial and PA State Veterans’ Homes in May 2016.  The online donations is successful and we have received donations in each area.
· The first draft of the Veteran Service Officer Grant program guidelines is in review.  VSO’s are working together to define goals and metrics that align with the proposed guidelines.

· Mental Health First Aid initiative has scheduled three regional courses (western, central and eastern) between now and the end of July.
· Governor’s Advisory Council for Veteran Services held a reconstitution meeting on May 18.
· Wall of Faces still needs 401 Pennsylvania photos.  By name for each county is listed on our website.

· Twenty-eight Homes Advisory Council appointments have been received as of June 2.  Eight are still outstanding.
· Veterans’ Programs Update: Mr. Brian Natali presented the Veterans Programs Report for approval “in total”.  The State Veterans Commission held a singular vote to encompass the following reports as presented:

Veterans Temporary Assistance report

Blind Veterans Pension report

Amputee & Paralyzed Veterans Pension report
Educational Gratuity Program report – $38,000 was provided to meet our projected need.
Disabled Veterans’ Real Estate Tax Exemption Program report

Mr. John Cyprian made a motion to approve the reports as presented.  Mr. E. Michael Stelacio seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
· Persian Gulf Bonus Program:  Mr. Natali provided an update report on the Persian Gulf Bonus Program – no vote required.
A new clerk has been hired for the program.

· Military Family Assistance Program (MFRAP): Mr. Natali provided an update report on the MFRAP – no vote required
· PA Veterans Memorial – An estimated $2.5 million will repair existing damage at the memorial.  The PA Veterans Memorial Trust Fund has an account balance of $568,307.  Funding streams include a recurring appropriation with the budget, National Cemetery Administration partnership, on-line donations, grant application from various sources and small games chance donation.
Discussion:

Has any consideration been given to a self-help program within the Guard?  We have done that on some projects, specialty services require a different process.

Seeing as the Memorial applied and received a grant, the Memorial would do well to employ a grant person.  DMVA employs a grant writer and that person successfully put that grant together.
· Outreach & Reintegration Update:  Mr. Chip Gilliland briefed the commission on Act 66 year to date claims/value of awards, outreach engagements and Veterans’ Trust Fund.
Two awards are currently going through legislation for approval.  One is the Pennsylvania Achievement Medal and the other is a Pennsylvania Veteran Service Award.  Our office is engaged in the Pennsylvania Veteran Service Award.  It still needs to go through the vetting process.

Discussion:

Does the Pennsylvania Veteran Service Award include a new definition of Veteran?  This medal can be awarded to anybody; you do not have to be a Veteran to receive it.  It is state recognition.  It is for someone who is supporting Veterans or doing something on behalf of Veterans that we want to recognize.
· Real Estate Tax Exemption Work Group Update:  Mr. Nicholas Taylor provided a draft copy of the minutes from the April 29, 2016 RETX Committee meeting.  General Beck provided the committee with 3 possible courses of action, which they considered in their deliberations.  The committee has accomplished revising Form 40, combining new and review applications into one form.  Discussion included consideration of family/spousal income, net worth, unemployment compensation, Veterans pension and inheritances and gifts.  In an effort to gain a better understanding of the Commissions wishes, a survey was provided to all SVC participating organizations.  The survey is still available for organizations who have not responded.
Preliminary Committee Recommendations:
· Use the survey results to couch and properly frame the process going forward
· Provide DAG-VA with compelling rationale to testify before the General Assembly

· The State Veterans’ Commission has the authority, as written, to determine need
· Upon final recommendation and approval, direct DMVA in the implementation of any changes to processes in determining need

· Take a geographical, by county, approach to determining need

An additional meeting is required to complete the work of the RETX Committee.

General Beck is not speaking to the General Assembly.  He is required to provide recommendations to the VA&EP Committee.
· PA War Veterans Council Update:  Mr. Glenn Umberger, President of the War Veterans Council, stated one of the goals, for WVC, over the past year was better dissemination and distribution of information amongst all the organizations.  They have made movement toward that goal.  Another item they have been pushing for is the Advisory Council nomination and some of those have been received.  The Legislative Committee met on Thursday and discussed Act 66 and an additional Veterans home in PA among other items.
· General Beck expanded on the Governor’s Advisory Council for Veterans’ Services.  A document was provided to members discussing standing committees on the GAC-VS.  In an effort to get the State Veterans’ Commission involved in what going on in the DMVA, he is asking the SVC to provide representation on each GAC-VS subcommittee.  This person does not have to be a serving member on the SVC.  It can be a person from within your organization, that wants to be involved, to represent the SVC.  Assignments should be provided to Chairman Brenner prior to the next GAC-VS meeting in July.
7. NEW BUSINESS:
· CompeerCORPS – Compeer Coalition serves people with mental illness.  Focused objectives include adults, seniors and Veterans.  The purpose of the Veterans program is to create a network of military Veterans to provide peer mentoring, enhance a Veteran’s self-esteem, improve connectedness, reduce dependency on emergency services, reduce stigma through friendship and create a strong supportive environment.  Two options to get involved are to become a volunteer or get referred by your case manager or social worker.  This is a free program for Veterans, please share with your organizations.
· Hall of Fame Nominations – Hall of Fame nominations were presented to the commission for Joseph Palaia, Southeastern Veterans’ Center and Vincent Domonic Fiola, Hollidaysburg Veterans’ Home.  Mr. Nick Taylor made a motion to accept the nominations as presented.  Mr. John Cyprian seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
· GI Joey Bill Proposal – This bill is similar to the paramedical bill passed in 2015.  It would provide in-home preventive and post-operative services to Veterans.  EMS personnel would be volunteers.  Start-up costs would be minimal to implement.  Normal wait time for an appointment at the VA is up to 30 days, with this bill, we can lower that time to a week or less.  Please help support this proposed bill.
8.  GOOD OF THE ORDER/ANNOUNCEMENTS:
· With the representation on the Governor’s Advisory Council, is there a description or do you need a resume?  If you have an interested party, all we need is your recommendation.
· On June 13 at Delaware Valley Veterans’ Home, the undersecretary for the Army, the Sergeant Major of the Army and the Philly Phanatic will be at the home.  It starts a 1:30PM and you are all invited.

9. NEXT MEETING:
Friday, September 9, 2016 at 10:00AM


Keystone Conference Center

Ft. Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA 17003
10. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 11:54AM.
11. ROLL CALL:
· Members Present:

Mr. Jason Dulski, Executive Director, AMVETS

Mr. Bernie McDonald, Commander, AMVETS

Mr. Glenn Umberger, Commander, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Mr. John Getz, Adjutant, Veterans of Foreign Wars

Mr. Walter Simpson, Commander, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. Samuel Petrovich, Adjutant, Disabled American Veterans

Mr. Neil Appleby, President, Blinded Veterans Association

Mr. John Cyprian, President, County Directors of Veterans’ Affairs

Dr. Robert Cudworth, President, Military Officers Association of America 

LTC (R) Nicholas Taylor, Commander, Catholic War Veterans

Mr. Thomas Haberkorn, President, Vietnam Veterans of America
Mr. Chris Fidler, Director, Keystone Paralyzed Veterans of America

Ms. Jeannine Botta Guth, Member at Large, State Veterans’ Commission

Mr. Jim Powell, Commandant, Marine Corps League

Mr. Allan Abramson, Commander, Jewish War Veterans

Mr. Thomas Bremer, Commander, Italian American War Veterans

Mr. Charles Jackson, Adjutant/Designee, Military Order of the Purple Heart

Mr. Kit Watson, Adjutant, American Legion

Mr. Mike Stelacio, Commander, American Legion

Mr. Dominic DiFrancesco, Member at Large, State Veterans’ Commission

Mr. John Brenner, Chairman, State Veterans Commission

· Others Present:
BG Timothy Hilty, PANG
CSM Michael Gundrum, PANG

BG, USA, (R) Jerry G. Beck, Secretary, State Veterans Commission
Mr. Nate Silcox, PA Senate

Mr. Ron Jumper, PA Senate

Mr. Sean Harris, House of Representatives

Mr. Michael Adelman, VISN 4, Network Director

Ms. Kim Butler, VISN 4

Mr. Bill Kelley, KWVA

Ms. Jodi Zucco, OAG

Ms. Belinda Albright, Northumberland County VA

Mr. Tony DiFrancesco, Dauphin County VA

Mr. Tim Cleveland, Tioga County VA

Mr. William Bechdel, Clinton County VA

Mr. Henry Desrosiers, Carbon County VA
Mr. Franklin Homme, DAV

Mr. Thomas Brown, VFW

Mr. Jim Ritchie, VFW

Mr. Louis Abramson, JWV

Mr. Tim Bremer
Mr. Rich Hudzinski, VVA

Mr. Chip Gilliland, DMVA-VA

Mr. Brian Natali, DMVA-VA
Mr. Michael Barrett, DMVA-CC

Mr. Ray Green, DAV

Ms. Joan Nissley, DMVA-PAO

Mr. Dusty Durand, DMVA-PPL

Mr. Andrew Ruscavage, DMVA-BVH

Mr. Rick Hamp, DMVA-PIRO

Ms. Natalie Shaffer, OMHSAS

Ms. Jill LaRoche Wikel, Compeer

Mr. Mike VanGilder, Compeer

Mr. Robert Gray, MOAA

Ms. Joyce Gibson, DMVA-VA
The minutes of this meeting are respectfully submitted by:

Jerry G. Beck, Jr.

Brigadier General, USA, Retired

Deputy Adjutant General
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