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MISSION STATEMENT. The mission of the Veterans’ Trust Fund is to assist and support Pennsylvania Veterans and their families by making grants to statewide charitable organizations that assist Veterans, Veterans’ Service Organizations and County Directors of Veterans’ Affairs and by assisting Veterans in need of shelter and the necessities of living.

PURPOSES.  Monies deposited in the Veterans’ Trust Fund will be expended exclusively for purposes described in 51 PaC.S § 1721(c).  These purposes include, generally, providing assistance and support to Pennsylvania Veterans and their families.  The Department intends to carry out this purpose by providing assistance to Veterans in temporary need, making grants to statewide charitable organizations that support and assist Veterans, and making grants to Veterans’ Service Organizations and County Directors of Veterans’ Affairs.  In addition, money in the Veterans’ Trust Fund may be expended to assist in the operation, maintenance and repair of monuments honoring Pennsylvania Veterans at home and abroad.  Finally, the Veterans’ Trust Fund is required by statute to reimburse the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation for the costs incurred in issuing Veterans’ designations on drivers’ licenses and identification cards and in administering contributions to the Veterans’ Trust Fund from applicants for issuance or renewal of drivers’ licenses and motor vehicle registrations.
SOURCES OF FUNDS.   The sources of funding for the Veterans’ Trust Fund are established by law (51 Pa.C.S. § 1721).  They include:

· Transfer of $1.7 million into the Fund upon the sale of the former Scotland School for Veterans’ Children.
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 Proceeds paid by the Department of Transportation under 75 Pa.C.S. § 1320 from voluntary $3 donations from persons applying for or renewing their drivers’ licenses and motor vehicle registrations.
· Proceeds paid by the Department of Transportation from the sale of new “Honoring our Veterans” license plates under 75 Pa.C.S. §1364(b).
· Grants, gifts, donations and other payments from a person or governmental entity.

· Money appropriated to the fund.
STATUTORY BACKGROUND:  The Veterans’ Trust Fund was established by Section 1719-G of the Fiscal Code, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), as added by the act of July 2, 2012 (P.L., No.87).  The act of October 24, 2012 (P.L., No.194) amended the Military and Veterans Code, Title 51 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statues and the Transportation Code, Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, to create the framework for the funding, operation, maintenance and use of the Veterans’ Trust Fund. Act 194 of 2012 took effect on November 26, 2012.

Financial Activities
Status of Fund.  The Veterans’ Trust Fund is a special, non-lapsing fund under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  Money in the fund is appropriated to the Department on a continuing basis and will be expended exclusively for the proposes prescribed by 51 Pa.C.S § 1721(c) (see TAB 1)
	VETERANS' TRUST FUND REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
As of June 30, 2015
Funding Source

Receipts

Expenditures

Cash Balance, Beginning Balance
$1,252,160.00 

 

HOV License Plate

$6,963.00 

 

*PA Monuments License Plate
$10,189.00

Donations,  Contributions, Gifts 

$850.00 

 

VTF Check Off 

$1,552,930.00 

 

Interest 

$3,121.00 

 

VTF Grant Awards 

 

$490,840.00 

VTA 

$699,619.00 

PENNDOT Costs 

 

$194,000.00 

**Hold for Advancement Account
($50,000.00)
Totals

$1,574,053.00
$1,334,459.00 

Fund Ending Balance

$1,491,754.00 

 

*PA Monuments License Plate was authorized by SB 1187.  This legislation provides that the Veterans Trust Fund shall receive $23 in proceeds from the sale of this specialty license plate and further directs that the proceeds ($23) shall be used exclusively to provide grants to nonprofit organizations for the cleaning, repair and restoration of Pennsylvania Monuments by the Gettysburg National Military Park. 
** $50,000 hold associated with the advancement account that was originally assigned to Veterans’ Trust Fund has been transferred to General Government Operations.



ACTIVITIES AND MILESTONES

	Date
	Milestone

	16 July, 2014
	Veterans’ Temporary Assistance (VTA) becomes effective. VTA provides temporary financial assistance to Veterans and their beneficiaries who reside in Pennsylvania for the necessities of life (food, shelter, fuel and clothing).  The Veterans’ Trust Fund provides the funds for financial assistance payments.

	10 October, 2014
	Notification of Funding Announcement (NOFA) for the SFY 15 – 16 Veterans Trust fund Grant Program is released.  The Veterans’ Trust fund will grant awards in the amounts of $350,000 to 501c(3) Charitable Organizations, $100,000 to County Directors for Veterans Affairs and $50,000 to a charitable organization to plan and execute the 2015 Veterans’ Appreciation Day and Symposium.

	24 November, 2014
	Grant applications are received from fifty three 501c(3) charitable organizations, thirteen County Directors for Veterans Affairs and one application for the planning and execution of the 2015 Veterans’ Appreciation Day and Symposium. 

	15 December, 2014
	DMVA meets with Pennsylvania Interactive, LLC to begin development of an on-line donation process for the Veterans’ Trust Fund.

	5 January, 2015
	The Veterans’ Trust Fund Grant Committee convenes to review grant applications and provide funding recommendations to the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans Affairs.  

	16 January, 2015
	Senate Bill 284 is introduced by Senator Lisa Baker. SB 284 will establish the “Honoring Our Veterans” license plate for motorcycles.

	6 March, 2015
	DMVA selects twelve County Directors of Veterans Affairs to receive grant funding.
· Cambria County   $12,000

· Centre County   $3,500

· Fayette County   $12,000

· Forest County   $1,035

· Franklin County   $12,000

· Jefferson County   $12,000

· Juniata/Mifflin Counties   $12,000

· Lehigh County   $2,750

· Lycoming County   $2,155

· Montgomery County   $12,000

· Perry County   $6,000

· Westmoreland County   $12,400

	6 March, 2015
	DMVA awards Veteran Community Initiatives $41,000 to execute the 2015 Veterans’ Appreciation Day and Symposium to be held 10 October 2015 at Ft. Indiantown Gap.  

	24 March, 2015
	DMVA selects ten 501c(3) charitable organizations to receive grant funding.

· Disabled American Veterans Chapter 49   $30,000

· Fresh Start Foundation   $100,000

· Housing and Neighborhood Development Services (HANDS)   $70,000

· Impact Services Corporation   $45,000

· Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania Foundation   $20,000

· Operation Home Front PA   $10,000
· Pathways PA   $10,000

· Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors   $45,000

· V.E.T.S. Honor Guard    $10,000

· Veterans’ Multipurpose Center   $10,000

	15 May, 2015
	Annual payment of $194,000 is made to PENNDOT. Balance remaining is $388,000.


FUTURE PLANS AND PROGRAMS SFY 2015-16
The Department will reserve approximately $700,000.00 to provide direct assistance to Veterans and their families in accordance with the Veterans’ Temporary Assistance Program. 
The Department will reserve approximately $400,000 for grants to charitable and Veterans’ service organizations.  Priority areas for grant consideration will be Veteran homelessness, PTSD, Employment and work force development initiatives.  The Department will reserve approximately $100,000 for grants to County Directors of Veterans Affairs for “new, innovative and expanded Outreach activities or programs that increase awareness or improve delivery of services to Veterans in their county, region or across the Commonwealth.”  The Department will issue a Notice of Funding Announcement (NOFA) along with Application instructions and a timeline for receipt, consideration and award of grants during the 2015 Grant Season.
The Department will announce plans and strategic details for a Veterans’ Symposium to be held in 2016.  The Department will likely solicit a partnership with an eligible organization to co-sponsor the event and they may make a grant to support costs associated with the event.  The Department will reserve approximately $50,000.00 in support of the 2016 Veterans’ Symposium. 


The Department has paid PennDOT $388,000 from The Veterans’ Trust Fund to reimburse the Motor License Funds for a portion of the actual costs incurred. During 2015/2016 the Department will render payment in accordance with our inter-departmental agreement to PennDOT.
The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs will continue to update its marketing plan to attract funding to the Veterans’ Trust Fund.  This plan will encourage ALL Pennsylvanians to purchase “Honoring Our Veterans” license plates for both vehicles and motorcycles.  The plan will focus on voluntary donations to the Veterans’ Trust Fund through the $3 donation that motorists may checkoff when purchasing drivers’ licenses or vehicle registrations. The plan will also address efforts to attract funding for the Veterans’ Trust Fund from grants, gifts, donations, appropriations and other payments from individuals, corporations, foundations and governmental entities.
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