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MISSION STATEMENT. The mission of the Veterans’ Trust Fund (VTF), administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans Affairs (DMVA), is to assist and support Pennsylvania veterans and their families. The VTF issues grants to statewide charitable organizations that assist veterans, veterans service organizations and county directors of veterans affairs to assist veterans in need of shelter and necessities of living.
PURPOSES.  Monies deposited in the Veterans’ Trust Fund will be expended exclusively for purposes described in 51 PaC.S. § 1721(c).  These purposes include, generally, providing assistance and support to Pennsylvania veterans and their families.  The Department intends to carry out this objective by providing assistance to Veterans in temporary need, awarding grants to statewide charitable organizations that support and assist veterans and making grants to Veterans’ Service Organizations and County Directors of Veterans’ Affairs.  In addition, money in the Veterans’ Trust Fund may be expended to assist in the operation, maintenance and repair of monuments honoring Pennsylvania Veterans at home and oversees.  
SOURCES OF FUNDS.   The sources of funding for the Veterans’ Trust Fund are established by law (51 Pa.C.S. § 1721).  They include:

· Transfer of $1.7 million into the Fund upon the sale of the former Scotland School for Veterans’ Children.

·  Proceeds paid by the Department of Transportation under 75 Pa.C.S. § 1320 from  

 voluntary $3 donations from persons applying for or renewing their drivers’ 
 licenses and motor vehicle registrations.
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· Proceeds paid by the Department of Transportation from the sale of new “Honoring our Veterans” license plates under 75 Pa.C.S. §1364(b).
· Grants, gifts, donations and other payments from a person or governmental entity.

· Money appropriated to the fund.
STATUTORY BACKGROUND:  The Veterans’ Trust Fund was established by Section 1719-G of the Fiscal Code, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176), as added by the act of July 2, 2012 (P.L., No.87).  The act of October 24, 2012 (P.L., No.194) amended the Military and Veterans Code, Title 51 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statues and the Transportation Code, Title 75 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, to create the framework for the funding, operation, maintenance and use of the Veterans’ Trust Fund. Act 194 of 2012 took effect on November 26, 2012.
Financial Activities
Status of Fund.  The Veterans’ Trust Fund is a special, non-lapsing fund under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  Money in the fund is authorized to the Department on a continuing basis and will be expended exclusively for the purposes prescribed by 51 Pa.C.S § 1721(c).
	VETERANS' TRUST FUND REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES
                                                     As of June 30, 2017
Funding Source

Receipts

Expenditures

Cash Balance, Beginning Balance
$1,880,778.00
 

HOV Vehicle and Motorcycle License Plate

$4,155.00 

 

*PA Monuments License Plate
$1,748.00

VTF Check Off and Donations 

$1,754,187.00 

 

VTF Online Donations 

$3,005.00 

 

Interest 

$17,890.00 

 

VTF Grant Awards 

 

$650,000.00 

VTA 

$751,387.00 

PENNDOT Costs 

 

$194,000.00 

Totals

$1,780,985.00
$1,595,119.00 

Fund Ending Balance

$2,066,644.00
 

*PA Monuments License Plate was authorized by Act 109 of 2014, established in 75 Pa.C.S.§ 1353.1(c). This legislation provides that the Veterans’ Trust Fund shall receive $23 in proceeds from the sale of this specialty license plate and further directs that the proceeds ($23) shall be used exclusively to provide grants to nonprofit organizations for the cleaning, repair and restoration of Pennsylvania Monuments by the Gettysburg National Military Park. 



ACTIVITIES AND MILESTONES

	Date
	Milestone

	20 September 2016
	Notification of Funding Announcement (NOFA) for the SFY 16-17 Veterans’ Trust Fund Grant Program is released.  The Veterans’ Trust fund grants awards in the amounts of $500,000 to 501(c)(3) Charitable Organizations and $150,000 to County Directors for Veterans Affairs. 

	19 November 2016
	Grant applications are received from eighty 501(c)(3) charitable organizations and fourteen County Directors for Veterans Affairs. 

	4 January 2017
	The Veterans’ Trust Fund Grant Committee convenes to review grant applications and provide funding recommendations to the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans Affairs.  

	14 February 2017
	DMVA selects thirteen County Directors of Veterans Affairs to receive grant funding.
· Armstrong County   $3,000

· Beaver County  $7,500
· Bedford County   $8,200
· Cambria County   $15,000
· Carbon County   $1,600
· Clinton County   $15,000
· Dauphin County   $12,500

· Fayette County   $12,500
· Franklin County   $15,000
· Lackawanna County   $15,000
· Lawrence County   $3,000
· McKean County   $1,700
· Monroe County   $10,000

· Union/Snyder Counties  $30,000

Milestone

	14 February 2017
	DMVA selects seventeen 501(c)(3) charitable organizations to receive grant funding.

· American Legion Post 210   $1,960
· Butler County Veterans in Need   $27,000
· Central Pennsylvania Food Bank   $20,000

· Community Hope, d/b/a Hope for Veterans   $50,000

· Family Services of Western Pennsylvania   $29,000

· Heroes Supporting Heroes   $50,000
· Military Assistance Project   $24,802
· Pennsylvania Veterans Assistance Fund   $5,000

· Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors    $35,000

· Philadelphia Veterans Comfort House   $39,000

· Union Mission   $18,366
· Veteran Community Initiatives   $40,000

· Veterans Leadership Program of Western PA   $50,000

· Veteran’s Multi-Service Center   $24,990
· Veteran’s Multi-Service Center   $24,882
· Vietnam Veterans of America   $30,000

· Volunteers of America, Pennsylvania   $30,000

	15 May 2017
	Final payment of $194,000 is made to PENNDOT. Balance remaining is 0.


FUTURE PLANS AND PROGRAMS SFY 2017-18
The Department reserve approximately $800,000.00 to provide direct assistance to Veterans and their families in accordance with the Veterans’ Temporary Assistance Program. 
The Department will reserve approximately $500,000 for grants to charitable and Veterans’ service organizations.  Priority areas for grant consideration will be Veteran homelessness, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, behavioral health initiatives, unique Veteran health services and new and innovative programs or services which address unmet or emerging needs of Veterans and their families.  
The Department will reserve approximately $150,000 for grants to County Directors of Veterans Affairs for new, innovative and expanded outreach activities or programs that increase awareness or improve delivery of services to Veterans in their county, region or across the Commonwealth, Veterans’ Courts and programs and services which address newly identified, unmet or emerging needs of Veterans and their families. 
The Department will reserve approximately $100,000 for grants in direct support of a Veterans Symposium, Town Hall Campaign, or similar awareness initiatives to be determined by the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans Affairs. 
The Department will issue a Notice of Funding Announcement (NOFA) along with Application instructions and a timeline for receipt, consideration and award of grants during the 2017 Grant Season.
The Department of Military and Veterans Affairs will continue to update its marketing plan to attract funding to the Veterans’ Trust Fund.  This plan will encourage ALL Pennsylvanians to purchase “Honoring Our Veterans” license plates for both vehicles and motorcycles.  The plan will focus on voluntary donations to the Veterans’ Trust Fund through the $3 donation that motorists may check off when purchasing drivers’ licenses or vehicle registrations. The plan will also address efforts to attract funding for the Veterans’ Trust Fund from grants, gifts, donations, appropriations and other payments from individuals, corporations, foundations and governmental entities.
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